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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2001 SMITHBROOK NAKED GRAPE CABERNET MERLOT 

$19.95
REGION: PEMBERTON, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

WA just continues to produce outstanding value for money red blends. This one is really good, with beautiful coffee flavours (from the oak) adding great interest to the usual cabernet merlot flavours.

"Life's pretty good when wines like the new Naked Grape range from Smithbrook come your way - they're not only great tasting, they're beautifully priced too. 
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Smithbrook winery, in the Pemberton region of Western Australia, has been promising a lot for some time, but it's really only of late - under the guidance of winemaker Michael Symons - that the promise has started to be realised.

Symons has spent quite some time making and tasting Italian wines, and it shows: he emphasises structure and savouriness at every point. Even in the vineyard, he tries to keep everything as natural as possible, to achieve a taste of 'pure fruit rather than of chemical or water berries. Our approach is an environmental one with minimal intervention - we make the decisions rather than the chemivcal or fertaliser companies.' In this context, the Naked Grape makes complete sense.

There are only two wines in the range, a white and a red, both worth seeking out. .... The red, a 2001 cabernet merlot, is also fantastic, with its lovely coffee oak sitting above a real swagger of blackberry, olive and briar flavours. It's varietal, tight and tannic, but only to a point. While the finish could be riper, the creaminess of the oak folds over the finish, leaving a sense of controlled, olivery sweetness."  Campbell Mattinson

"In recent years, the wine market has been bombarded with new wines with supposedly funky, but generally naff, labels. Thinking this was another gimmicky bottling, I pulled the cork with muted enthusiasm. How delightful to be proved wrong! This is a delicious, approachable drink. Deep red-purple in colour, the wine has a blackberry and briary nose, while savoury characters add considerable interest. A smooth palate and good tannic grip complete this wine.” Gourmet Traveller Wine , ((((( 

Drink Now to 2012.
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2002 ZILZIE BULOKE RESERVE SAUVIGNON BLANC   

$8.50

REGION: KARADOC, VICTORIA


Part of an exciting range of Buloke Reserve wines produced by Zilzie, a relatively new Murray Valley winery, which offer exceptional value for money.The "Buloke Reserve" refers to a conservation park within Zilzie Estate which contains a stand of the endagered and rare Buloke tree. The Sauvignon Blanc has tropical fruit aromas with herbal undertones, complimented by concentrated pineapple and pear flavours on the palate, balanced by fresh acidity and a lovely mouth feel. Pretty damn good for the price.


Drink over the next 2 years.
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2001 MONTANA SAUVIGNON BLANC
!
$10.99

REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND  
$$$
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A well-balanced wine with ripe gooseberry flavours and  the lovely fresh crisp acidity you expect from sauvignon blancs (but only the Kiwi’s seem able to deliver on a regular basis). A smoky lingering finish. Amazing value for the price. These are the last stocks of this wine -  if you miss out you will have to wait for the 2001 release.


Drink over the next 2 years.
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2001 STONELEIGH SAUVIGNON BLANC
!
$12.99

REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND
$$$
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A well-made reliable Sauvignon from the stony soil of Marlborough. Pale straw colour, the palate displays passionfruit and hints of cut grass. It is full and rounded with a succulent mouthfeel and viscosity followed by a crisp finish. A  refreshing, zingy style. BIN END SPECIAL

Drink over the next 2 years.


2001 MT VERNON SAUVIGNON BLANC
!
$13.90
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REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


The second label of Lawson's Dry Hills and a wine usually sold through the restaurant trade. Beautifully made, similar to it's big brother without quite the complexity. It also seems sweeter as it doesn't have the same searing acidity; and as a result has even wider appeal. A superb wine for the price; highly recommended - only 5 cases left.


Drink over the next 2 years.


2002 ALKOOMI SAUVIGNON BLANC

$15.90
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REGION: GREAT SOUTHERN, WESTERN AUSTRALIA


This  sauvignon blanc is consistently one of Australia’s best and the 2002 has just been released. It has a thrilling nose of gooseberries and passionfruit. Flavours of citrus, passionfruit and gooseberries flood the palate which is complex and long and the finish is ultra crisp. When this settles down a bit in bottle it's going to be pretty good!


Drink over the next 2 years.


2001 LAWSON’S DRY HILLS SAUVIGNON BLANC
!
$15.95
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REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


Lawson's Dry Hills shot to prominence when the 1999 swept all other Sauvignon Blancs before it at the 1999 Air New Zealand Wine Awards and elsewhere. The subsequent releases have been up to the same high standards and sell out quite quickly. A wonderful wine and a personal favourite of mine. A very intense pungent nose and masses of gooseberry and passionfruit characters flood the palate. Really crisp acid finish with long aftertaste. Goes beautifully with Thai food. My remaining few dozens will not last long, so be quick.


Drink over the next 2 years.
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2001 MONTANA RESERVE SAUVIGNON BLANC
!
$15.95

REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


Sue Courtney, writing for www.wineoftheweek.com, gave this glowing review: "A lovely full-bodied sauvignon with grassy, herbaceous, capsicum and sweet lemon flavours at first combining well with the rich oily texture and the honeyed smoky finish. It's quite succulent in the palate with a ripe fruit sweetness, emerging gooseberry and then on the lingering smoky finish some intense passionfruit. A totally drinkable wine. 18.5/20."


Drink over the next 2 years.


2000 WAIRAU RIVER SAUVIGNON BLANC    
!
$16.95
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REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


From a very small winery on the banks of the Wairau River in the Marlborough Region comes this lovely sauvignon blanc that won a Gold Medal in the Sydney Top 100 awards. In addition, it was recently rated best Sauvignon Blanc by the U.K.'s highly regarded Decanter Magazine. Beautiful fresh passionfruit aroma. Intense but at the same time elegant palate of passionfruit, lemons and limey acidity. Has very crisp acidity and shows great palate weight and drinkability. A sauvignon with concentration and elegance that will really appeal to those who do not like their sauvignon blancs with pungent gooseberry flavours. A classy wine at the price and a cracker wine to have with seafoods.


Drink over the next 2 years.
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2001 FRAMINGHAM SAUVIGNON BLANC    
!!
$16.99

REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND
$$$
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Established in 1994, Framingham has  a reputation as one of New Zealand's  leading boutique wine producers. Rich passionfruit with appealing gooseberry characters. Lovely citrus flavours together with ripe pear  nuances on the finish with succulent limey acids. It recieved ((((( stars in the July 2002 Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine: "...intense uplifted gooseberry, tropical, lychee and green pea aromas, which are unmistakably Marlborough. The palate is soft, with mouth filling sweet and juicy tropical fruit. The acid is refreshing and zingy. It has great persistance of flavour and will enhance any seafood dish." BIN END SPECIAL

Drink over the next 2 years.
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2001 VAVASOUR SAUVIGNON BLANC   
!
$17.80

REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


Peter Vavasour's family has owned and farmed land in the Awatere Valley (in the Marlborough region) since 1890, first planted grapes in 1986 and the winery celebrated its first vintage in 1989.  Jeremy Oliver has this to say about the wine: "It's rare indeed to discover a wine that so accurately mirrors its environment as does this fine, stony-edged sauvignon blanc. A wonderful expression of regional terroir; this pure, minerally sauvignon blanc presents penetrative and fresh lemon, cassis and gooseberry aromas with a lightly herbal note and a suggestion of wet slate. It's long, bright and bracing, bursting with rapier-sharp flavour and finishing with lively mineral acids - 18.6 points."  I think this beautiful sauvignon blanc will especially appeal to riesling aficionados.


Drink over the next 2 years.
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2001 HUIA SAUVIGNON BLANC

$18.95

REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


A lovely wine but very difficult to pronounce (‘who-e-ya’). A different style to the Lawson’s Dry Hills, not quite as “in your face”. Scott Wasley in the Jan/March 2002 issue of Divine Food & Wine, had this to say – “This is as good as it gets! ... this is a really full-on but also beautifully structured wine which ultimately works on balance and mouthfeel...the palate is long, tangy, rich and impeccably smooth, with a great, fat, natural, flashing acid cut grooved all the way through the fruit. It's big. It's tight. It's bloody gorgeous!


Drink over the next 2 years.


2001 KONRAD & CONRAD SAUVIGNON BLANC   

$18.95

REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


This small winery in the heart of the Marlborough region exports wine to over 8 nations, but only lately have small quantities of the wine been available in Australia. The winery was founded and is still owned by Konrad and Sigrun Hengstler,  who originally emigrated from Germany  to Australia before moving to New Zealand. The second Conrad in the winery's name is the Hengstler's eldest son, who was named after the father but with a 'new world' spelling. The philophosy of the winery is simple - to produce quality wines. The wine is very classy, with tropical fruits on the nose leading to gooseberry, passion fruit and stonefruit flavours. A gentler sauvignon blanc with fine structure and balance together with a hint of barrel fermentation, and a long lemon tart finish. Delicious. Awarded 91 points by Robert Parker and 89 points by Wine Spectator: "Bright and zingy, a lively mouthful of citrus, pineapple and passion fruit aromas and flavors, which echo nicely on the focused finish."

Drink over the next 2 years.


2002 SHAW AND SMITH SAUVIGNON BLANC

$18.95

REGION: ADELAIDE HILLS, SOUTH AUSTRALIA


In recent years Shaw and Smith (along with Alkoomi) has become a benchmark for Australian Sauvignon Blanc and the just released 2002 is right up to standard. This tangy, zippy wine - which is made from 100% Adelaide Hills grapes - has the trademark tropical fruit characters on the nose and the lean palate, which also has attractive herbaceous notes, good weight and finishes with refreshing acidity. 

Drink over the next 2 years.


2001 CLOUDY BAY SAUVIGNON BLANC
!!
$24.95

REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


The most famous New World Sauvignon Blanc, with an international reputation second to none. Imagine a salsa of tomato, quince and passionfruit, freshly chopped basil leaves and a sprinkling of lemongrass. It is vibrantly fresh and has all the hallmarks of a classic Marlborough sauvignon blanc…. a tangy, concentrated, mouthfilling wine. Wine Spectator had this to say: "Another terrific vintage from New Zealand’s best-known producer of Sauvignon Blanc, and with this quality and production, they’ll remain in the fore. The lively style absolutely brims with racy lime, green apple, passion fruit and guava flavours, which linger effortlessly on the polished, vibrant finish. – Rating 91 points (90-94 Outstanding)." In May the wine was selected by Paddy Kendler in his Top 100 wines for 2002 in the Herald Sun: "...as is so often the case, Cloudy Bay stands out from the pack, a brilliant wine."


Drink over the next 2 years.
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