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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2001 VOYAGER ESTATE CABERNET MERLOT
!!
$79.95
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A wine of this quality, coming from an outstanding vintage for reds in Margaret River, (many say the best on record), almost sells itself! Winner of the Trophy at the Margaret River Wine Show 2004, the judges of the Margaret River wine show saw something unique, awarding it 57 points out of 60 – an unheard of result according to Brian Croser! The accolade for the 2001 cabernet merlot is justified according to winemaker Cliff Royle, who believes that this is the best red wine the winemaking and viticultural team have ever made. 
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The wine is a classical cabernet blend; with a nose of blackberries, chocolate and cassis, which is lifted by violets and just the right amount of quality French oak. The full-bodied palate full of dark berries, plums and cassis with chocolate overtones and cedary oak nuances. Fantastic length and fine persistent tannins leave one in no doubt as to the quality of this wine. It is reminiscent of the great '99 in many ways, but is a lot more backward than that was at the same stage in its development. Lovely to drink now, but a wine that will be ever so much better with time in the cellar.

"Dense aromas of cassis, dark plums, cherries and berries are tightly knit with cedar/dark chocolate oak, with undertones of dried herbs. Long, elegant and beautifully structured, its piercingly intense flavours of cassis, blackberries and ark plums integrate neatly with new oak and dusty, firm, fine-grained tannin. Superbly balanced and revealing exceptional length of flavour, it should develop into a regional classic. Drink 2013-2021."  Jermey Oliver – 97 points
"My three top Margaret River cabernets from the great 2001 vintage are Cullen (in my top 20 last year), Cape Mentelle and Voyager Estate. Voyager has made enormous strides over the past few years and should now be considered one of the best producers in Margaret River. This is a superb wine with aromas of dark cherry/blackcurrant fruit, earth, cedar and just a hint of tobacco leaf. The palate is equally concentrated, ripe and complex with fine-grained, supple tannins, providing a wine that can be enjoyed now or kept at least another five to eight years plus."  Philip Rich, Australian Financial Review, Top 20 Wines of 2005

"If you like true Margaret River cabernet then this is an essential purchase. It’s tremendous value. It’s got maturity of tannin, the number one feature of top-line cabernet. It’s varietal, it’s balanced, it hasn’t been over-oaked and although it’s high in alcohol, it’s yet filled with dust and ash and asparagus, traits that when done well help a wine mature into something classic. Here they are done well. There is also, of course, a solid drive of olivedipped, chocolate-splashed blackcurrant, and despite its power it’s an elegant, perfumed, taut body rather than a busty one. This is the best red Cliff Royle has yet released. Drink: 2010-2016."  Campbell Mattinson, Winefront Monthly (February 2005)- 94 points
"The cabernet merlot is undoubtedly the top wine. I'd put it alongside Cullen, Moss Wood and Cape Mentelle in the top rank of Margaret River cabernets – and they're all much dearer. It's very concentrated but also elegant and beautifully structured; mint and crushed leaf aromas casting it as a distinctive cabernet-based wine, while blackberry and blackcurrant aromas are the main event. It's very long palate, fleshy extract and ample ripe tannins mark it as a wine for cellaring, although it drinks well now."  Huon Hooke, The Age Good Weekend.

"Voyager Estate is one of the premier Margaret River wineries. This cabernet blend from the excellent '01 vintage looks to be one of Voyager's best yet. It has richly concentrated blackcurranty fruit with savoury touches of earth and cedar. The palate is powerfully constructed with great depth, classical austerity and grippy tannins. Needs time. Ageing? Yes, three to 10 years plus." (((((  Ralph Kyte-Powell, The Age Epicure
"Powerful, concentrated blackcurrant/blackberry fruit, then long, powerful tannins; infinite patience required. Drink Now-2026." James Halliday – 93 points
"While most of the prestigious Margaret River reds are priced witihin the $60- $100 price area, the latest from Voyager - which ranks among the top five or six - is barely half the average price of its rivals. Yes, I know I have boosted this wine before but I cannot recall drinking a better wine of this type (Bordeaux blend) and at under $40 over the last year. Stocks may now be dwindling but was still available at the cellar door last month and some retailers should be able to oblige with a bottle or two. Superb Bordeaux style from Margaret River currently at about half the price of its main rivals."  Paddy Kendler  (((((
Drink Now to 2025
























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

