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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2003 VOYAGER ESTATE CABERNET MERLOT
!!
$64.95
[image: image1.jpg]


REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

"A deeper hue with more ruby colour than the same wine sealed with cork, this is a classy, seamless Margaret River cabernet of immense potential. Scented with a heady, smoky and slightly meaty and perfume of dark plums, cherries and cassis, it’s backed by nuances of forest floor, mocha and spearmint with undertones of pencil shavings oak. Long and sumptuous, it’s vibrant, deeply fruited and finely crafted, presenting a rare marriage of impact and structure with elegance and balance. Drink 2015-2023."  Jeremy Oliver - 96 points

"As much as I do like Coonawarra and Yarra cabernet I still like Margaret River the best and Voyager Estate is one of the best of the best. We bought plenty of the 98, 99 and 01 vintages but seem to have missed 00 and 02. Won’t be missing out on this vintage though. Half a dozen will be going straight to the pool room. A great smelling wine offering up blackcurrant, cherry, dark chocolate, tobacco and pencilly oak. Classic cabernet. On the palate medium to full bodied with firm ripe long grained tannins. The tannins are particularly good and sit beautifully within the wine. It has rich blackcurrant and cherry fruit balanced with more earthy tobacco, dark chocolate and cedar flavours and blah blah blah… at this point I stopped analysing and starting drinking because all you really need to know is that this is a top shelf Margaret River cabernet. Fill your boots. Drink : 2007 – 2023."  Gary Walsh, Winorama - 96 points
"Strong red-purple; medium-to full-bodied; rich, round, blackcurrant fruit; supple tannins and quality oak all seamlessly interwoven. Drink: to 2025."  James Halliday - 95 points
"Voyager Estate is not only one of Margaret River’s finest wine producers – it’s right up there with the best in Australia. The 2003 Voyager Estate Cabernet Merlot is one of the best yet. The deep, bright colour is a joy to behold, and the powerful cassis nose features beautifully integrated oak. The long, firm palate is very impressive and perfectly balanced. Cellar ten years."  Lester Jesberg, Winewise - Outstanding
"There's normally a hint of bay leaf in southern Margaret River cabernet but I don’t smell it here. But there are masses of dark plumy, currant and attractive vanilla oak too. Has succulent, juicy currants in the mouth too; really mouth filling with long dry tannins – classic cabernet sauvignon tanginess. Plums and chocolate round things off. Another classy Voyager cabernet sauvignon." Tim White, Australian Financial Review – 94 (95) points

"Classic Cabernet, cherry, spice, moderate concentration, integrated oak. Well made. Balanced, midweight aromatic finish. Needs time. 4-6 years." Decanter Magazine Award Winners – 5 Star Wines
"Now this is a lovely cabernet. It's balanced and fine, blisteringly varietal and yet ready to be chugged into too. Tobacco, chocolate, blackcurrant, pencils, dust, gravel - it's a picture of Margaret River cabernet, at its balanced best. It's adorable. Drink: 2007-2016."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 93 points
"Deep, rich intense fresh cassis, a floral aspect too, with some creamy notes yet savoury underneath, superbly balanced with the oak beautifully integrated. Builds on the palate, stunning structure and length. Somewhat closed, so the patient will be rewarded, otherwise a decent decant please."  Jane Faulkner, The Age

"Although Voyager Estate is at the southern end of the Margaret River region, winemaker Cliff Royle avoids the herbaceous character that has bedevilled some of the neighbours’ wines. This blend opens with briary blackcurrant aromas, a savoury touch of black olive and balanced seasoning of high quality oak. The palate is supple and intense with fine grained ripe tannins in support."  (((((()  Ralph Kyte-Powell, The Age Epicure – Autumn's Top 90 Wines
"For years I’ve read a great deal about Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon being too tannic and not in balance with the fruit. There have been many references to gravelly or tough tannins. The 2003 growing season was perfect for the production of physiologically ripe skins and seeds, the product of a very long and warm Indian summer. Some beautiful wines have been made from producers with good vineyard practices and wineries that didn’t try to over-extract their fruit. For me, the outstanding feature of the 2003 reds is the wonderful tannin structure. In the Margaret River region as a whole, the 2003 vintage is considered superior to the 2002 vintage for Cabernet Sauvignon. However, Voyager Estate’s 2002 Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot received widespread acclaim amongst the wine community and I believe our 2003 vintage wine takes our pursuit to another level.

All varieties were harvested during late March and April. All components were fermented in open or upright fermenters, with regular pump overs or plunging. Fermentation is conducted with small amounts of the 796 Bordeaux yeast strain at temperatures kept below 30 degrees. Ferments last as long as 14 days, before either being pressed or allowed to stay on skins for further texture and tannin modification. All wine is inoculated for malolactic fermentation in tank and is then transferred to barrel. The wood we use at Voyager Estate is 100% French oak, tight grain central forest and, by using 50% new and 50% two-year-old wood, we achieve the balance we are looking for. The wine spends 24 months in barrel with regular topping and racking.

Inky blood plum, garnet hues; lovely aromatics consisting of blackberries, cassis, blood plums, dark chocolate and cedary oak; intense fruit flavours in the dark berry spectrum with a touch of the savoury Cabernet Sauvignon leaf character. This wine has the best tannin structure of any Cabernet blend made at Voyager Estate to date."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2020
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