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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2004 MOSS WOOD CABERNET SAUVIGNON     
!
$145.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

"The newly released Moss Wood cabernet sauvignon 2004 is one of the bigger and more robust Moss Wood cabernets, largely as a result of a very warm period during vintage. The hallmark elegance and supple generosity are still there. Palate is seamless and perfectly balanced with expertly woven oak. You will easily get 20-plus years out of this wine."  Ray Jordan, The West Australian – 96 points
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"Cabernet was first planted at Moss Wood in 1970 and, despite its proximity to Cullen (the other Margaret River cabernet in this year's top 20), the style at Moss Wood is towards a slightly riper and softer wine whose sheer drinkability as a young wine often masks the fact that they age well too. The 2004 certainly fits into this category and, despite the 14.5% alcohol, this comes across as being ripe with out being overdone, with its aromas of dark berry fruit, earthiness, cedar and cigar box, together with a little dark chocolate. On the palate, this already opulent, textured and delicious wine will reward even another 10 years cellaring."  Philip Rich, Australian Financial Review, Top 20 Wines of 2007
"Classic, austere regional/varietal expression; curiously, the grip is more evident on entry than on the finish and aftertaste, thanks to superfine tannins. 14.5º alc. Drink Now - 2025."  James Halliday - 95 points
"Typically ripe and sumptuous, with a confiture-like array of blackberry, cassis, dark cherry, mulberry and dark plum flavour handsomely cloaked in cedar/vanilla oak and coated by exceptionally fine, dusty and powdery tannin. It’s heady and perfumed, smooth and silky, finishing with exemplary length and depth of fruit, plus a hint of warmth. Its very modern depth of ripeness perhaps comes at the cost of a small measure of finesse. Drink 2016-2024."  Jeremy Oliver - 95 points
"Long-termer. Impeccably balanced. A little gun-shy at present but the structure and complexity is all there - it's more complex than usual for a young Moss Wood. Violets, mint, gravel, blackcurrant, salt, dried herbs - and a slow swoosh of vanillin. Quite a bit of tannin - again, a bit more ardent than usual. Really classy wine. Carries an olive-like, woody hit on the finish - which is most beguiling. Drink: 2015-2022."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 94 points

"The aristocratic cabernet sauvignon has long been one of Australia's most collectable reds. The '04 continues the pedigree with great purity of cassis-like varietal character, integrated quality oak and a fleshy, multi-layered palate of sustained flavour and balance, underpinned by fine ripe tannins. Classy."  (((((  Ralph Kyte-Powell, Epicure Uncorked
"With considerable weight and yet piercing clarity of message, this wine brings your taste buds to attention and then marshals its dark berry and chocolate flavours around with balletic precision. With a decade ahead of it Moss Wood Cabernet is in no hurry to show its full hand – but you can see it’s a winning one from the other side of the world." Matthew Jukes, Expertwine newsletter
"Keith loves the wine’s bright youthful, deep brick red colour, attractive primary fruit, violets, toasty oak, leather, chocolate and mulberry and feels it sings with generous primary fruit. On the palate, the generous dark fruit flavours and full body make it almost plump and round, but underneath is a firm but well-integrated tannin structure and toasty, smoky oak in the background. It has good length and finishes with some violet notes.

How does it compare with its recent siblings? Amongst the winery crew, the 2001 is the current benchmark and maybe the '04 doesn’t quite reach it. And hard core wine lovers might even prefer the concentration and slumbering intensity of 2003. However, the 2004 has delicious, up-front generosity with complexity, not dissimilar to the 1994 and perhaps may be described as a more complete version of the 2000 (the ultimate user-friendly, gluggable vintage) but more mysterious. An indication of its appeal may be seen when, in an unguarded moment, Keith was heard to mutter. 'It’s ripe, soft and yummy' and in his more pensive moments he pauses to wonder just how great it would have been if Mother Nature had allowed the grapes to sit on the vines for those few extra days of slow ripening. (Wow!).

This wine will be delicious for the next few years, possibly closed at five to seven years of age although it should start to open at about ten, and be at its best at 15 years and beyond."   Winery Notes – Vintage Rating 9/10
Drink Now to 2025.
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