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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2004 PENFOLDS BLOCK 42 KALIMNA CABERNET SAUVIGNON     !!
$695.00
REGION: BAROSSA VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

First planted in the mid 1880s, Block 42 comprises the oldest Cabernet Sauvignon vines in Australia and, for that matter, the world. Block 42 is a remarkable piece of viticultural dirt which contributes essential blending material for both Grange and Bin 707. However, on six separate occassions the fruit produced from this block has been considered exceptional enough to be bottled as a single vineyard wine; the only Grange Cabernet Sauvignon in 1953, the Bin 64 Cabernet Sauvignon in 1963, the first Block 42 Cabernet Sauvignon in 1996 and now the second Block 42 Cabernet Sauvignon in 2004.
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"A smooth and effortless cabernet that is as close to perfection as a warm climate cabernet will ever become. Its ethereal, wild and heady perfume is surely cabernet’s equivalent of pinot noir. Deep aromas of cassis, black cherries, mulberries, dark plums, blackberries and smoky, cedary oak overlie a hint of tobacco and chocolate. Deeply concentrated, its plush, smooth and pliant palate of deep fruit effortlessly integrates with firm, fine-grained tannin and assertive, balanced new oak. A brilliant exercise in strength and control. Drink 2034-2044+."  Jeremy Oliver - 98 points
"There were not enough outstanding Block 42 grapes in a vintage to bottle separately without losing the essence of Bin 707 until 1996. That wine is a beauty. It's big, still tastes incredibly youthful, and promises great things as it develops further. 

If anything, the 2004 is even better because it's more elegant, the product of a Barossa vintage in which purity of fruit character seems to be the hallmark. To keep that character, the wine only saw 13 months in barrel. Often, Barossa reds are big and gooey, offering ripe, sometimes overripe, flavors, as in hot vintages such as 2001 and 2003. Many wines from the very cool 2002 vintage taste underripe, and with Cabernet that means minty, herbal or vegetal character. 

The beauty of 2004 is apparent in the Block 42, which I expect to be among the greatest wines of the vintage, and in my book, the best straight Cabernet Australia has ever made. I was absolutely floored by it when I tasted it in Australia earlier this year, not because of its size—it's a reasonable 13.2 percent alcohol—but because of its gorgeous flavors, elegance and incredible length. Tasted blind in the Wine Spectator tasting room in San Francisco, it had all of the same characteristics. 
Here's my note: 'Delicious stuff, not huge but impeccably balanced, nuanced and tremendously long and pure, a cascade of currant, blueberry and plum fruit shaded on one side by subtle, toasty oak, on the other by hints of minerality and exotic spice. But it's the elegance and the length that make this a winner."   Harvey Steiman, Wine Spectator - 97 points  [95-100: Classic; a great wine]
"It is crammed with intense blackcurrant, cassis and dark chocolate/earth fruit, the tannins long, supple and silky. Points are meaningless: 97 to 100, who cares?." James Halliday – (97-100) points
"The 2004 Block 42 is also quite brilliant: again, already scarily drinkable and together, like essence of cabernet." Max Allen, The Weekend Australian Magazine
"There are 550 cases of this 100% Cabernet Sauvignon. Its opaque purple color is followed by intense aromas of blueberries, blackberries, flowers, truffles, and damp earth. Voluptuous, rich, beautifully textured, and seamless, this fabulous effort dwarfs the outstanding Bin 707 Cabernet Sauvignon. Interestingly, Penfolds has decided to package these wines in a tall, heavy bottle with a retro-looking Penfolds label (I loved the packaging) as well as screw caps. This sensational Cabernet should have an uncanny aging potential of 20-25 years."  Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate – (94-96) points
"Vines from this block have weathered 120 winters and periodically we have the privilege to create a stand alone measure of its worth. There is something really magical about the 2004 Block 42. It has an ethereal dimension and a saturated blackness on the palate that reveals the true class of this vineyard site. The wine is extraordinarily perfumed with layer upon layer of flavour. The wine will last for decades in the cellar." Peter Gago, Penfolds Chief winemaker
"Dense in colour with intense blackcurrant, dark chocolate, liquorice aromas, fine silky tannins and richly concentrated flavours in perfect harmony. The sheer volume and weight of fruit explodes across the palate giving tremendous depth and length of flavour."  Winery Notes

Drink 2015 to 2045.






















Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

