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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2005 MOSS WOOD CABERNET SAUVIGNON     
!
$120.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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"The 'Wine of the Week' concept involves a value-for-money consideration, so reviewing such an expensive wine here is indulgent. But I feel moved to make a statement. This is my idea of a beautiful red wine. It’s an essay in elegance and harmony: the flavours build on the palate the more you sip and the wine continues to give more, whereas many modern reds pall rapidly. Perfectly ripened fruit yields aromas of raspberry, blackberry and a subtle trace of mint (of which less is more). It strikes a perfect balance between concentration and restraint, resulting in elegance and intensity, with none of the syrupy, over-alcoholic or extracted mouth-feel of many mod-Oz cabernets. This is cabernet I want to drink, either today, in 25 years, or any time in between. It has 14 per cent alcohol."  Huon Hooke, The Sydney Morning Herald – Wine of the Week, 96 points
"This is a blinder. It's unmistakably cabernet, unmistakably Australian, and unmistakably Margaret River. It smells and tastes of violets, blackcurrant, chocolate, briar and mulberries, the mix of fruit, oak and autumnal/leafy characters perfectly matched and pitched. It works as an elegant wine and it works as a ballsy, fruit-solid wine. It works at the dinner table, and by itself. It has smooth texture and real length, and should drink well either now or whenever you want to drink it. One of the best Moss Wood cabernets I have consumed. Drink: 2009-2021."   Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 96 points
"This is easily the best since the mighty 2001 vintage. The oak is less obvious and it’s more refined and balanced (and less warm and chocolaty) than some of the more recent vintages. I tasted it alongside the soon to be released Vasse Felix Heytesbury of the same year, and while they are quite different wines and hard to separate qualitatively, it was the svelte charm of the Moss Wood that tipped the scale. A style preference in more ways than one. A gorgeous smelling wine that immediately pulls at the purse strings of the Cabernet enthusiast - it offers mulberry and dark fruit, a violet perfume, spice, fine cedar oak and that gravel and wet cement aromatic that is so typical of the region (at least for me). In the mouth quiet authority and grace is the order of the day with ultra fine mouth coating tannins, ripe fruit, oak and alcohol all in perfect balance. It’s appropriately dry and savoury but not at the expense of bright fresh Cabernet fruit flavours. Long and satisfying this is a wine of rare balance and significant ageing potential. Certainly one of the finest Moss Wood releases to date. Drink : 2015 - 2025+."   Gary Walsh, Winorama - 96 points
"The density of Cabernet fruit in Moss Wood 2005 is truly staggering, but none of this power is misplaced, 'hot' or oaky - it is just introverted and brooding. With vigorous swirling you may encourage fragments of this wine to dislodge themselves from the mother ship and it is these tiny morsels that point to an epic future and some stunning evolution along the way."  Matthew Jukes, 100 Best Australian Wines 2008
"I can only imagine that there are a lot of people at Moss Wood feeling pretty chuffed about the release of this wine. It's an absolute beauty, and a substantial step up (in terms of both refinement and restraint) over the very good, but comparitively undistinguished 2003 and 2004 vintage Cabernet Sauvignon's. Thats the thing about Moss Wood, arguably in the royal family of Australian Cabernet producers; they've set the bar way up there, and have to strive to meet lofty, sometimes unrealistic expectations each and every year, regardless of vintage variation. Such is the lot of the tall poppy. Anyway, this poppy can stick its head up and dare all and sundry to cut it down in 2005, as it is a wine of beautiful grace, balance and, as previously mentioned, restraint. Perfumed violets, tobacco, blackcurrants,mulberries, chocolate, cedar- it's all here, the full gamut of quintessential Cabernet flavour and aroma. Medium bodied and perfectly ripe too, closing with powder fine tannins and a long, floating aftertaste. It has a storied and glorious life ahead of it. Drink : 2012-2020."   Grant Dodd, The Wining Pro – 95 points
"A classic, pure, autocratic portrayal of cabernet, opening with a degree of reticence but revealing more and more along the length of the palate, gaining in velocity near the finish and into the aftertaste. 14º alc. Drink Now – 2025."  James Halliday - 95 points

"This is the 2nd time I have been tasted this and i'm happy to yet again confirm that it lives up to the hype. But please don't drink it now - its just so primary, fruit sweet and youthful that its a waste to drink it at present. It will live for another 20 years, especially resplendent in a screwcap. Its classic warm year Moss Wood - decadently rich, curranty & plush and more-ish with excellent line and length. A keeper."  Andrew Graham – 19.0 points
"Keith loves the pure voluminous fruit statement of the Moss Wood 2005 Cabernet - its perfumes of violet, fruits of the forest, mulberry, blueberry and blackcurrant aromas - while he sees the palate as a statement of vibrant dark fruits which fill the palate from front to back. There’s tight structure, balance and opulence (though it’s not soft and plump) with flavours jumping out and grabbing you by the throat. The oak flavours and the tannins sit seamlessly at the back, giving the wine near-perfect balance. 
Keith Mugford summed this wine up quite simply. "It’s one of the vineyard’s finest. My heart says 2001 yet, in reality, the 2005 is at least as good."

In 2005, vine balance and seasonal conditions were better than the excellent 1995 and 1996 vintages while the outstanding 1999 falls somewhere between the two poles of 1995 and 2005. The upgrading of equipment at Moss Wood in 2000 gives the 2001 and 2005 vintages a distinct advantage over the earlier years - in quality terms. 

The season leading up to the 2005 harvest was almost copybook with conditions ideal for vines. The fruit set was good and the rainfall throughout the season was adequate. It rained at the end of the cabernet harvest - after Moss Wood had finished picking. So with the grapes in pristine condition, it was a great year for cabernet at Moss Wood. The pretty aromas during fermentation confirmed, for the winery team, how good the season had been. 

Keith Mugford sees this as an exceptional cellaring prospect: given ideal conditions, it should thrive for at least 20 years, although it will live for longer."   Winery Notes – Vintage Rating 10/10

Drink Now to 2025.
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