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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2005 THORN-CLARKE SHOTFIRE RIDGE QUARTAGE
!!
$22.50
REGION: BAROSSA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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The 2005 Thorn-Clarke Shotfire Ridge Quartage has followed hot on the heels of the highly acclaimed 2004 vintage by taking out a gold medal and two trophies at the 2006 Hobart International Wine Show, including the trophy for the BEST WINE OF THE SHOW (the 2004 Quartage took out three trophies at the 2005 Royal Adelaide Wine Show, including the Trophy for the BEST WINE OF THE SHOW). In addition, it has also collected three trohies the 2007 Sydney Wine Show. 

A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon (63%), Malbec (12%), Cabernet Franc (10%), Petit Verdot (10%) and Merlot (5%), the Quartage is simply an outstanding wine. Dense purple colour; rich blackcurrant fruit, chocolate, liquorice and vanilla on the nose lead into a powerful and focussed palate with wonderful texture and mouthfeel. Abundant lush red and black fruits, vanilla and smoky overtones from the immaculate oak handling, and supple rich tannins all knit together to form a full-bodied, complex palate that has almost universal appeal.

"Has great fragrance, and a beautifully fine, silky palate with a mix of cherry, cassis and spice. Unlucky not to win a Gold at the National Wine Show '06. Drink Now-2015."  James Halliday - 94 points
"This is a fab – and well priced – cabernet sauvignon based red.  Dark berries and rich juicy currants on the nose with some flake tobacco and cedary oak.  Fruitcake first and then succulent plums in the middle with chewy, tarry tannins binding the lush fruit together."  Tim White, Australian Financial Review – 93 points
"Aromas of cassis, black plum, chocolate, baking spices and pencil case oak. A fragrant and highly attractive wine showing rose garden (including the shrubbery) characters. On the palate full bodied with cherry, chocolate, baking spice and earthy briary flavours backed with some attractive vanilla oak. It also emits a rather exotic mouth perfume. Thick and supple but fresh and balanced, it has long fine grained tannins and a sustained briary earthy finish. Super wine. Smooth, seductive and very winning. Drink : 2007 – 2015."  Gary Walsh, Winorama - 93 points

"Just to be completely contradictive, here is my inside tip of the week; Thorn-Clarke’s Shotfire Quartage 2005, - just released, this really knocked my socks off. Picking up 2 trophies at the Hobart Wine Show, including ‘Best of Show’ and then collecting another 3 trophies at the Sydney Wine Show. This is a great little Barossa red, with buckets of flavour and smooth to the touch. Can you guess what I am drinking at home right now? Stock up, you will not be disappointed." The Durrell Times, Sydney 

"Polished, focused and gorgeously balanced to display its raspberry, cherry and red plum notes in impressive harmony, the flavours lingering against a touch of oak and refined tannins on the long finish. Drink now through 2015."  Harvey Steiman, Wine Spectator - 92 points [90-94: Outstanding; a wine of superior character and style] 
"A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec, Petit Verdot, Cabernet Franc and Merlot this vividly coloured red is smoky and fragrant with layers of delicious flavour. Juicy red and black fruits combine with smoky savoury oak, hints of liquorice, dried herbs and spice wrapped in a bold cloak of succulent tannins. A wine with a huge pedigree of show success."  New Zealand International Wine Show – Gold Medal

"Our philosophy is to over-deliver in terms of the quality we offer at each price level. Wine lovers remember wines which are stunning value and we work hard to ensure  that whether people buy the Sandpiper range at $15 or the Shotfire range at $23 they are drinking wines that are excellent value for money.
The trophy winning wine, which was first vintaged in 2000, was initially based on only four of the classic Bordeaux varieties – hence the Latin quartage. However, the estate grown Malbec was so exceptional in 2004 that it was included in the blend for the first time making the 2004 release a classic five varietal Bordeaux blend. Vintage 2005 produced some exceptional Malbec and it has once again been worthy of inclusion in the 2005 release of the Quartage. In fact more Malbec was swapped with Merlot in 2005 because of the contribution the Malbec makes to the wine. The 18% Malbec helps to give the wine intense colour while adding richness, mouth feel and some nice blueberry characters. The key to good Malbec is being able to ripen the fruit. Our St Kitts vineyard at the Northern end of the Barossa provides a fantastic environment to do that.
The wine is a deep inky purple colour. There are lifted dark fruits, cedary oak and some perfume from the Petit Verdot on the nose. The palate is rich, ripe and full bodied. The wine is bursting with flavours of blackcurrant, plums and Christmas pudding. The supporting oak has dark chocolate and vanilla essence. The tannins are chalky but complement the wine to give it great mouth feel and length of fruit and oak flavours.
The Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc fruit come from the old vine Kabininge Block near Krondorf on the Barossa Valley flow and they provide wonderful upfront berry fruits; the Malbec from the drier northern St Kitts vineyard balances the cool climate Angaston vineyard Petit Verdot which provides great depth of flavour and intensity, while the Merlot, also from St Kitts, gives the palate a wonderful suppleness. The grainy tannins add to the rich mouth feel of the wine.
The grapes are sourced from multiple vineyards dotted across Thorn-Clarke’s estates, and combined with the use of several barrel cooperages, means that the wine is blended from over 34 distinct parcels.
There is an awesome length to this wine with lingering berry fruit and spicy oak.
Australian wine lovers became very familiar with the wine last year as sales surged following the Adelaide Wine Show win. People will be delighted with the lineage we are creating with Quartage in that the 2005 has once again been shown to be one of the finest wines in the country."  Winemaker, Derek Fitzgerald
Awards:

Trophy for Best Wine of the Show - the 2006 Hobart International Wine Show
Trophy for Best Blended Wine - the 2006 Hobart International Wine Show
Trophy for Best Medium Wine Bodied Red Wine - the 2007 Sydney Wine Show Trophy for Best 2005 Red Wine - the 2007 Sydney Wine Show
Gold Medal - the 2006 Hobart International Wine Show
Gold Medal - the 2007 Sydney Wine Show 
Drink Now  to 2015.

























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

