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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2006 THORN-CLARKE SHOTFIRE RIDGE QUARTAGE
!!
$21.95
REGION: BAROSSA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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"This is always an elegant style of cabernet for the Barossa Valley and I suspect there’s a fair bit of high altitude fruit in it. The dark berry flavours are explosive and the wine combines elegance with power. Oak plays a secondary, supportive role and the fruit has brightness and great charm. It’s a far cry from the dead-fruit, overripe style of some Barossa makers. The tannins are fine grained and beautifully modulated, adding just the right firmness to a clean finish. An excellent red, blended from the five Bordeaux grapes; cabernet sauvignon, cabernet franc, malbec, merlot and petit verdot. Can be drunk now to 12+years, but best cellared a year or two at least."  Huon Hooke, The Sydney Morning Herald – 94 points & Wine of the Week
"I tasted this alongside the 2005 vintage and while they share many similarities, the 2006 looks a little fresher and finer boned. The cépage (being a poncey way of saying which grapes are used) is a little different from the 2005 with the quartet of varieties falling in the following order : Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Malbec, Merlot and Petit Verdot. I think that Cabernet blends from the Barossa are generally under-rated. More proof follows. 
Aromas of crushed red berry, blackcurrant, violet, cocoa, earth and pencilly oak. Fragrant and clean with a slightly grassy lift. On the palate medium to full bodied with red cherry, plum and blackcurrant fruit, cocoa and vanilla and an attractive sweet grassy character (maybe from the Franc). It has lively fresh acidity, firm grainy tannins and a juicy briary finish. An excellent follow up to the 2005 and perhaps even better given a little more time in bottle. Drink : 2008 – 2016."  Gary Walsh, Winorama – 92+ points

"Since a new generation of well-heeled American wine buyers discovered Barossa Valley reds, we’ve seen some new wine labels command eye-poppingly high prices. Thankfully other new producers are providing excellent wines with tags that won’t break the bank. Thorn-Clarke’s Quartage, a blend of cabernet sauvignon, cabernet franc, merlot and petit verdot, is one of them. The ’06 has an aromatic nose showing blackberry and blackcurrant aromas with a suggestion of spicy fruitcake. A restrained hint of lead pencil-like oak adds dimension and the medium-bodied palate has sustained flavour, a very fine feel and soft tannins, all in excellent balance."  (((((()  Ralph Kyte-Powell, Epicure Uncorked
"2006 Thorn-Clarke Shotfire Ridge shiraz: A truly lovely Barossa shiraz, rich and full, but not overpowering, well balanced, very satisfying and better than many at twice the price. The winery's Bordeaux blend entitled Quartage is similarily impressive. Track these down, pull out the cash and don't look back."  (((((  Paddy Kendler, Herald Sun
Awards:

Trophy for Best Red Blend of the Show - 2007 National Wine Show, Canberra

Gold Medal - 2007 National Wine Show, Canberra

Drink Now  to 2016.

























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

