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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2007 WYNNS GLENGYLE CABERNET SAUVIGNON     !!

$39.95
REGION: COONAWARRA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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“Good colour; an estate vineyard that was hit by the frosts in the spring of '06, ultimately yielding two tonnes per hectare of very concentrated fruit that comes through strongly on the fruit-laden palate that also has wonderful texture, structure and length. Screwcap. 14% alc. Drink Now – 2022.”  James Halliday - 95 points
"Mint, Cassis and blackberry with good oak of the pretty vanilla persuasion. Maybe some black olives too. It’s intense, concentrated and dry with strong sinewy tannins and a long drying finish. It’s typical of the vintage but a lovely Cabernet all the same. A bit rugged and rangy at the moment but should mature into something softer and more sophisticated with a spell in the cellar. Liked this plenty. Tasted : Aug10. Alcohol : 14%. Price : $42. Closure : Screwcap. Drink : 2012 – 2027.”  Gary Walsh, The Wine Front - 93 points
“…The '07 Glengyle Cabernet Sauvignon, on the other hand, has a different fruit character again: a very individual interpretation of Coonawarra cabernet. It's back to a lighter colour but superb hue; the nose is spicy, minerally in an ironstone way, with violets and intricate complexities but less of the berry fruits that you see in the Black Label cabernet of '08. It's more savoury and elegant, with firm-focused tannins, but again there is elegance and subtle detail rather than brute force.

It's an exciting wine and, like the V&A wines and Hodder's reincarnated John Riddoch cabernets, a far cry from the oaky blockbusters of the pre-Hodder era.
The Glengyle is a landmark wine for another reason, apart from the 2007 frosts (which it survived because the vineyard was protected by sprinklers). It was the first vineyard in which Jenkins and his team decapitated the vines. In 2002, Wynns decided to take drastic action to revive vines suffering from overcrowded growth following decades of mechanical pruning. The surgery was radical: chainsaw the vines halfway down their trunks and regrow them.

‘The managers thought we were mad,’ Jenkins says. ‘Luckily they [the vines] all grew back. The '07 Glengyle is from the fifth year after the vines were chopped off and it gives us a lot of confidence.’”  Huon Hooke, The Age
“A strong symbiotic working relationship between viticulture and winemaking continues to elevate the flagship reds of one of the Coonawarra’s iconic mainstays. 

The groundwork was set two years ago when Wynns Coonawarra Estate chief winemaker, Sue Hodder, and Foster’s regional viticulturist, Allen Jenkins, were finalists for Winemaker of the Year 2008 because their collaboration had transformed the quality, and subtly redefined the style of, the flagship Wynns reds. 
Since he arrived from the Eden Valley in 2001, Jenkins has been a driving force for improving viticulture in the vineyards under his control in Coonawarra. By its nature, this work is long-term and on-going. 

An experiment on three hectares of the Glengyle vineyard in 2002 saw the cordons cut from the vines. These were rejuvenated so successfully that this patch made a major contribution to the impressive 2007 Glengyle Cabernet. Subsequently, the rest of the Glengyle vineyard has been re-trellised. 

Since 2001, more than 100 hectares have been replanted either because the vines were in poor health or the varieties planted were inappropriate to the particular soils. In an endeavour to improve their understanding of clone and soil interactions five cabernet sauvignon clones planted on both terra rossa and rendzina soils in the McBain vineyard have been tracked from veraison to harvest for colour and tannins. For the past three years, small batches of each of the clones have been made into wines to research which clones do best on which soils. 

The collaboration between winemaker and viticulturist has meant that Hodder spends more time in vineyards and is more aware of their possibilities, whereas Jenkins has found the tasting bench an increasingly important part of his work. Hodder believes that a key understanding that has come out of their team work has been the realisation that tannin structure is crucial to getting flavours right. 

The single-vineyard reds have also emerged from the exciting work begun in 2002. At present, Wynns make one single-vineyard red each year – 2003 and 2004 Johnson’s Block Shiraz Cabernet, 2005 Messenger Cabernet, 2006 Alex 88, and 2007 Glengyle Cabernet. To be chosen, a wine must be stylistically different from Black Label and John Riddoch, expressive of its own site and a historical fit within the Coonawarra story. After the frosts in 2007, the workers were aghast at the crop-thinning that was necessary to produce the 2007 Glengyle Cabernet. The results justify the tough decision as the wine has dense, gently ripe blackcurrant flavours, supple, smooth texture and fine, integrated tannins: all admirably balanced.”  Peter Forrestal, Gourmet Traveller Wine 

Drink Now  to 2022.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

