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	CABERNET SAUVIGNON


2008 MOSS WOOD CABERNET SAUVIGNON     

$89.95
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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"I tend to get a little too overexcited every time the new vintage of Moss Wood Cab arrives on my doorstep. This time I tried to keep control of myself, but it was too little too late because from the very moment that this all-pervading wines was poured it transfixed my wife and me and we were powerless to refuse its divine right to a position in this 100. Is this the finest Moss Wood Cabernet ever? Yes."  Matthew Jukes, 100 Best Australian Wines 2011
“So, my favourite vintages of Moss Wood Cabernet (of the last ten years) remain 2005 and 2001. This was tasted alongside the 2008 vintages of Cape Mentelle, Higher Plane and Vasse Felix Heytesbury as a point of reference – over two days.
It’s fair to say I have a minor issue with the type of oak Moss Wood use on their Cabernet – it deserves better. Resinous oak, beef stock, black fruit, chocolate and rum and raisin characters on a full bodied palate that’s throbbing with power and weight, but lacking charm, at least as a young wine. The quality of tannin is exemplary, ripe and minerally, as is the length. It built some perfume in glass and freshened and showed glimmers of red fruit and mint. There’s latent power here certainly. A second day’s tasting saw the wine return to a somewhat more sullen state – a little baked and flat on the nose, but with the same great structure and strength on the palate. Like the 2001 vintage, time should be kind to it, although the oak will always remain a minor annoyance. Tasted : Jul11 Alcohol : 14.5% Price : $100 Closure : Screwcap Drink : 2018 - 2028+.”  Gary Walsh, The Wine Front – 92+ points
"Deep brick red, in bright condition. This shows a classic snapshot of what the 2008 vintage was all about. Of course, the aroma contains the typical Moss Wood Cabernet Sauvignon characters of mulberry and red currant but these are given significant lift by pretty notes that can be traced back to the early Autumn. Cabernet’s rose-like and pomegranate scents are not often retained but in this wine they help the nose fill the glass. In the background the wine still retains the typical dark chocolate, earth and leatherlike complexities, as well as spicy, toasty oak. Perhaps the observation could be made this displays the warmer, early phase of the season. A classic Moss Wood Cabernet Sauvignon, with fully ripened fruit flavours of mulberry and raspberry, that are long and generous. These sit over good acidity and wellbalanced, fine-grained tannin, giving a seamless feel. The finish is a combination of oak flavours and tannin that extend the length.

The youthful generosity of this wine is very appealing and there will be a temptation to consume it young. However, with a similar style to the 1980, we strongly recommend the 2008 be cellared for at least 10 years, by which time it could be enjoyed with some bottle development. We believe it will be at it most complete by around 15 years of age but it should live on for many years beyond this. In order to satisfy our curiosity, we recently tried the older sibling, the Moss Wood 1980 Cabernet Sauvignon Special Reserve and are delighted to report, for that particular bottle, it has reached 31 years old and is still in great shape, even retaining some primary notes.”  Winery Notes – Vintage Rating 9/10

Drink Now to 2030.
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