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	CHAMPAGNE


2002 LOUIS ROEDERER CRISTAL
!!
$395.00
REGION: CHAMPAGNE, FRANCE
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Cristal is made from the finest cuvees pressed from the highest quality grapes from the Champagne Louis Roederer vineyards. Today it is still produced in limited quantities, always as a vintage wine and only in exceptional years. A truly fine Champagne, Cristal is characterised by its finesse and elegance (derived from the high proportion of Chardonnay in the blend), and its enticingly delicate bouquet and perfect balance. In recent years Louis Roederer have been including a portion of barrel fermented wines into the Cristal Blend (from 10% to 30% depending on the vintage). This includes both Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, with slightly more of the latter. 
“This is easily the best we’ve seen since the scintillating 1996 Cristal. Intensity and fine concentration are the hallmarks of this Champagne— all chalky aromas, fine citrus and tight minerally restraint. The palate is needle-like in its precision, with piercing acidity and fine floral notes, clean and long. Not one to be missed!”  Nick Stock, WBM 100 Wines of the Year 2008 – 97 points
“Cristal enjoys hyper-cult status, and is made almost every vintage, thanks to the 190 hectares of vineyards owned by Roederer. Many things are going on in the very complex and intense bouquet, reflected in the multi-citrus flavours of the palate which yield to an almost delicate and wonderfully clean finish. Pinot Noir (55%)/Chardonnay (45%), although you might guess the percentages the other way around.”  James Halliday’s Top 100 Wines for 2009 – 97 points
“Remorseless worldwide demand for this wine sees the declaration of more vintages than any other at this level (justified by the size of Roederer’s vineyards allowing special care), and its release while it is still almost painfully youthful. However, if you don’t snatch any bottle offered, it will be gone forever. Thus it has a very, very intense attack of citrus blossom and citrus rind, swelling into generous fruit on the mid-palate given texture and structure by the racy, vibrant acidity on the finish. For the record, it is 55% pinot noir and 45% chardonnay.”  James Halliday’s Top 100 Wines for 2008 – 96 points

“First created in 1876 at the request of Tsar Alexander II, Louis Roederer Cristal continues as one of the greatest and most consistent prestige cuvee' champagnes. The 2002 is the best Cristal since 1996 and may even, in time, rival the almost perfect 1990. Made from 55 per cent pinot noir and 45 per cent chardonnay and with the grapes coming at at harvest between 11 and 12.2 per cent alcohol (2002 is the ripest vintage in Champagne since 1990), balanced by acidity of about 7 g/L, has made for an absolutely classic Cristal. Toasted brioche, fresh citrus, grilled nuts, and gentle honeyed aromas lead on to the palate, which is vibrant, rich, perfectly balanced and fine. This should age effortlessly over the next 10 to 15 years plus.”  Phillip Rich, The Australian Financial Review Magazine - Top 20 wines 2008
“Roederer’s 2002 Cristal is still in its infant, fresh stage. Subtle notes of pears, flowers, spices, mint, minerals and oak are woven into a cashmere-like frame of extraordinary grace and elegance. This beautifully-sculpted Champagne possesses notable clarity but with the additional depth of fruit that is characteristic of this vintage. It is a gorgeous, seductive Cristal of the highest level. In 2002, Cristal is 60% Pinot Noir and 40% Chardonnay with 10 grams of dosage. 20% of the wine was fermented in oak. Anticipated maturity: 2010-2032.”  Antonio Galloni, The Wine Advocate – 96+ points
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Drink over next 15+ years 















Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

