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	CHAMPAGNE


NV BOLLINGER SPECIAL CUVEÉ BRUT

$85.95
REGION: CHAMPAGNE, FRANCE

A perennial favourite and rightfully so. 
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Rated in the Top 5 non-vintage Champagnes by Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine: "If personality is what you seek in non-vintage Champagne, look no further. Bollinger is still the one, and, even at this price [$80], it has to be considered the great bargain of Champagne. The current bottling is quite as good as some houses' vintage Champagne. It is one of the more bready styles, with a fascinating biscuity element; very pinot and very gutsy. The fuller colour reflects extra age; the bouquet reveals nuts, biscuit and brioche. It's full bodied and complex with a very dry finish."

"The Special Cuvée is the purest expression of the Bollinger style; of its craftsmanship and its singular conception of what champagne should be. It is, therefore, on this wine that the House of Bollinger shows how it is different from other Champagne Houses, asserts its qualitative policy and by which it asks to be judged.
Whether or not you particularly like the unmistakeable Bollinger style, you have to respect it. Pinot noir (60 per cent) and pinot meunier (15 per cent) drive the wine, augmented by fermentation in old oak barrels. The result is a complex spicy, bready, toasty, baked apple bouquet, the palate complete and round, with an unexpected touch of delicacy, and a pleasing, dry finish."  James Halliday – 94 points
"As usual Bollinger tastes far more backward than any other champagne, even though this particular cuvée is apparently based on the 1999 and 1998 vintages, with 10 per cent Réserve  wine from magnum as usual. The wine tastes so backward one would think that malolactic had been deliberately suppressed but in fact about 70 per cent of the blend was made in stainless steel in which this second, softening fermentation would have taken place. Very complex nose reminiscent of putty, minerals and even the sticky back of Elastoplast. Honest. Certainly attention-grabbing and an animal of a quite different sort from most NVs yet still with some youthful appleskin character. This still needs time."  Jancis Robinson MW – 16.5 points

Drink over next 4 years.
















Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

