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	CHARDONNAY


2004 LEEUWIN ESTATE ART SERIES CHARDONNAY 
!!
$125.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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"A collective sigh of relief greeted the release of this great wine under screwcap. In a tasting earlier this year I wrote the fruit literally sings (like Leeuwin's annual concerts); white peach, nectarine and grapefruit are the sopranos, barrel ferment and limited malolactic fermentation the orchestra behind. Over the intervening six months the wine has moved into an even higher register of perfection. Drink Now-2019 with Margaret River marron."  James Halliday's Top 100 of 2008 – 97 points
"This is a great vintage of WA’s best white wine. It will age well if you can resist this multilayered, complex, ultra-fine chardonnay with pristine flavours."  Peter Forrestal, Top 100 Drops – 19.0 points
“No question in my mind that Leeuwin continues to make the best (and most age-worthy) Chardonnay in Australia. Of recent vintages this reminds me of the 2001 (and 1999) most closely – although better.
Aromas of dried pear, honeydew melon, citrus, cloves and plenty of spicy vanilla and nuts oak. Woodsy and almost aftershave like. On the palate full bodied and intense with flavours of pear, lemon drops, peach and almond nougat backed with a liberal application of spicy oak. Some savoury lees derived flavours add complexity but do not muddle the clarity of the fruit. There’s a little warmth from alcohol and direct clean acidity adds cut and sparkle, but no hardness. Enormous length of flavour. One of the best of the best. Drink 2008-2018.”  Gary Walsh, The Wine Front - 96 points
"The just-released 2004 ($91) is a stellar wine - in my view, the best Art Series chardonnay since the fabulous 1995 and possibly the best ever."  Peter Forrestal, The Sunday Times 

"This is a stunning wine from what we maintain is Australia's greatest Chardonnay producer. There have been many accolades for this wine over  the years but when the dust settles on this latest release it will be judged right up there with the best four or five vintages ever released. The thing that sets Leeuwin wine apart is its power and intensity while, at the same time there is finesse and a certain delicacy - much as you get from the greatest French burgundies. The 04 has incredible length on the palate with layers of complex fruit flavours supremely balanced with oak and a fine lifted acid on the finish. A simply stunning wine."  The West Australian, Fresh Top Pick

"The colour is bright straw with lime green hues. 

The fresh nose is classical Leeuwin Estate Chardonnay, with intensely lifted aromas of ripe yellow pear skins and ripe peach accompanied by hints of fig and cashews from barrel maturation on yeast lees with integrated French oak. These flavours combine into a finely balanced bouquet; the result of very low yielding vines matched with subtle winemaking to preserve the richness of the fruit. 

The palate displays the mouth filling and intense flavours of fresh ripe pears which is full and rich intermingling with delicious stone fruit flavours. The middle palate shows richness from both the fruit and the lees stirring. The length, always a feature of Leeuwin Estate Chardonnay, is long and full flavoured with a lingering fresh citrus finish. The new French oak complements the fruit providing a wonderful balance of warm toasty flavours on the finish."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2015.




































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

