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	CHARDONNAY


2004 TE MATA ESTATE ELSTON CHARDONNAY
!!
$45.95
REGION: HAWKE'S BAY, NEW ZEALAND
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Over the progressive vintages since the release of the first Elston from the 1984 vintage it has steadily developed a reputation as New Zealand's greatest chardonnay. Originally a single vineyard wine Elston has, from 1989, become an assemblage of the finest wines from eleven plots within Te Mata Estate's six chardonnay vineyards. Always a rich, concentrated wine Elston has evolved greater complexity due to increasing vine age and the variety of soil types on which it is grown. develops and intensifies in bottle for 5-7 years from harvest.
"Lemonstraw, a little deeper than expected. Bouquet on this wine is much more complex than Woodthorpe Chardonnay, with a much greater winemaker input adding smells and flavours. To first impression, oatmeal and potential toasted nuttiness dominates, but the underlying peaches and custard, with arom  atic but well-hidden oak, is great too. Palate takes all these and adds a subtle fine butter component from the MLF contribution, rich golden queen peaches, and long flavours on quite firm acid. As the wine lingers in mouth, fruit and mealy nuttiness become inseparable, and the aftertaste is gorgeous. Not quite as rich as I was expecting, maybe – certainly leaner (and oakier) than the Villas. The winemaker says cellar 2 – 6 years, and it is more developed than some Elstons have been at release. But 5 – 8 years should be safe, at least in Wellington and south."   Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews ((((( (18.5 points)

"It is without question the best New Zealand Chardonnay I have ever come across."   James Halliday, The Australian Weekend Magazine
"Te Mata Estate has won a legion of fans world-wide for its Elston Chardonnay."  Lester Jesberg, Winewise
"The best chardonnay makers in the country."  Keith Stewart, Listener 
"New Zealand's top chardonnay winery."   Huon Hooke, The Sydney Morning Herald
"Elston Chardonnay, a legendary Te Mata label."   Cuisine Wine Annual
"Benchmark New World chardonnay, has a track record and ages beautifully."   The Penguin Good Australian Wine Guide 
Drink Now to 2012.





































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

