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	CHARDONNAY


2005 LEEUWIN ESTATE ART SERIES CHARDONNAY 
!!
$115.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

"This is the most pure-bred, aristocratic of all Australian chardonnays. It has awesome power, grace, depth and finesse; pure grapefruit, nectarine and peach flesh aromas are framed by complex, toasty, grilled nuts; the palate is amazingly concentrated, yet portrays a lightness that is completely beguiling and incredibly long. From Margaret River, WA Drink now-2020 with marron."  James Halliday Top 100 for 2008 - 97 points
"Awesome power, grace, depth and finesse; pure grapefruit, nectarine and peach flesh aromas are framed by complex, toasty, grilled nuts; the palate is amazingly concentrated, yet portrays a lightness that is completely beguiling and incredibly long. 14.5º alc. Drink Now - 2020."  James Halliday - 97 points
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"Hot on the heels of a conversation regarding filling a few holes in our collection of 1996 vintage Champagne, I commented to JP after tasting this that surely it must be a case purchase? 'Now we’re talking' she said, shortly followed by 'Twelve years and he finally gets it!' This is right up there with the 2002 in terms of quality and from the first sip I knew that this was the wine for me. The 2006 must be pants wettingly good if it’s any better than this…

Immediately proclaims itself a wine of great breed and power with aromas of nectarine, grapefruit, dried pear, yeast and spicy oak. On the palate the promise of the nose is kept and delivered most abundantly with intense fruit offering flavours of grapefruit, nectarine, cinnamon and clove spiced preserved lemons, cracked wheat and fine French oak. It has great drive and purpose through the palate covering all dimensions (width, length and depth), penetrating clean grapefruity acidity, a pleasing slightly flinty texture and enormous length of flavour. A truly glorious wine."  Gary Walsh, Winorama - 97 points

"Breathtaking palate action, brilliant complexity and yet unreservedly restrained - how do they do it? No idea, but they've done it again, continuing a line of exceptional vintages. The '05 is dripping with white peach and cashew nut complexity which lingers on an impossibly long finish."  Tyson Stelzer   - 97 points
"Almost the perfect chardonnay, this sublime wine is on one hand astonishingly intense and concentrated, while being seamlessly balanced and measured on the other. Its opulent expression of pineapple, grapefruit, guava and mango-like fruit knits effortlessly with creamy, bacony, vanilla and slightly smoky oak, while it’s underpinned by a chalky mineral texture and punctuated by a chiselled citrusy acidity. While there’s a hint of spirity heat on its exceptionally long and complete palate, it’s a stunning exercise in both power and control. Drink 2013-2017."  Jeremy Oliver - 96 points
"Campbell Mattinson did a wonderful interview with Len Evans a year or so before his death where they discussed many things pertaining to the Australian wine industry. One of the tangents of the conversation dealt with the best of what Australia can produce; I can't recall the full detail, but essentially it came back to an opinion held by Evans that we don't always have to keep comparing our wines to the French in order to find validation on a quality level. And then he bought up this wine as an example, and said something that I think perfectly captures the essence of one of Australia's truly unique wines.
He said, 'This wine says, I am Leeuwin'. On tasting the 2005 version, that statement suddenly rings an immutable truth - this is one of very few Australian wines that could make such a claim about an individual, defined identity.

The 2005 version is precise, ripe and powerful. There is a distinctive dried pear/pear skin note about the nose that defines it year in , year out- this year there is also swathes of white peach, pineapple and cashew nut complexity as well. Palate is rich, long and nutty, with youthful,minerally tropical fruit and stone fruit flavours. It is delicious, no question, but like most Leeuwin Art Series Chardonnay's it really needs some time in the cellar. The great 1995 version is really hitting its straps now; I'd be willing to bet that in ten years this wine will be singing in a similar way. Another classic vintage of one of Australia's greatest wines. Drink 2012+."  Grant Dodd, The Wining Pro – 96 points
"On the world stage, WA's most expensive white is excellent value. This is the best in a decade - cool, tangy white peach, fine, succulent, with the weight, power and natural acidity to age. Delicious."  Peter Forrestal, The Sunday Times
"A recent vertical tasting for Vintage Cellars' customers has confirmed the wisdom of Leeuwin's conversion to screw caps from 2003. Quite simply, the still youthful 2005 (18.8 points) and the 2007 confirm their places as being among Australia's 20 greatest white wines."  John Jens, Western Suburbs Weekly – Apr 2010
"I'm often asked how the latest Leeuwin stacks up against previous greats. Well, let's put it this way;I have always rated the '95 as the greatest, just a smidge ahead of the '87 with maybe the '01 a close-run third. But after tasting the '05, I have to say that time may well prove it to be the greatest Leeuwin Chardonnay yet.
Here is elegance, power, finesse and complexity rolled into a wine with all the texture, palate feel, flavour and presence of the greatest chardonnays in the world. There are many Aussie and French chardonnays selling for a lot more, so this is a steal. If you have even a passing interest in Chardonnay, this is a must buy."  Ray Jordan, The West Magazine, The West Australian
"The 2005 Art Series Chardonnay will go down in Western Australian wine history along with the 1982, 1986 and 1987, 1995, 2001 and 2002 as being the greatest wines ever from this winery and as being amongst the 10 or 12 greatest Australian white wines ever...........we have no hesitation in restating emphatically that Leeuwin Estate is consistently the finest producer of Australia's greatest white wine variety. End of story."  John Jens, Western Suburbs Weekly
"The colour is a brilliant green straw. The fresh nose is classic Leeuwin Estate Chardonnay, with intensely lifted aromas of ripe yellow pear skins, the petals of citrus blossom, nectarine and ripe peach accompanied by hints of fig and cashews from barrel maturation on yeast lees with integrated charry French oak. These flavours combine into a finely balanced bouquet; the result of very low yielding vines matched with subtle winemaking to preserve the richness of the fruit. The palate displays the mouth filling and intense flavours of fresh ripe pears which is full bodied and incredibly rich, intermingling with delicious stone fruit flavours and nectarine. The middle palate shows richness from both the fruit and the lees stirring, with a lingering fresh citrus finish. The new French oak complements the fruit, providing a wonderful balance of warm toasty flavours on the finish. The structure of this wine highlights both the power of a typical multi layered Leeuwin Estate Art Series Chardonnay with an underlying elegance."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2020.




































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

