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	CHARDONNAY


2009 CULLEN KEVIN JOHN CHARDONNAY
!!
$99.95
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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“Never have I tasted Cullen Chardonnay fruit as energetic, lively, vibrant and persistent as this. KJ is effortlessly calm, consummately complete and yet deceptively long-lived. Gorgeously restrained perfume permeates every crevice, while deep-set minerality and texture are at once arresting and caressing. This is the finest Australian chardonnay of the year to date. Big call, but no other has shown such profound, coiled-up restraint juxtaposing latent power and complexity. Grand Cru Burgundy, look out. Drink 2011-2022.”  Tyson Stelzer, Wine Taste - 98 points

“The 23- to 35-year-old vines were hand-picked over two weeks; the wine was wild yeast-fermented and spent nine months in new French oak that barely intrudes, so intense and focused is the mix of grapefruit, white peach and mineral flavours of the magnificently long and fresh palate. A wine of exceptional poise and purity. Drink to 2024 with deboned spitchcock.”  James Halliday Top 100 Wines of 2011 - 97 points

WHITE WINE OF THE YEAR: “The nose is so fine and precise. Keen mineral and fine lime and grapefruit juice strike immediately. The palate is so delicate yet there is power and precision through to an exceptionally long finish. Fruit was whole bunch pressed and fermented with wild yeast before spending nine months in new French oak. Textured, balanced and delicate. A great wine.”  Ray Jordan, The West Australian Wine Guide 2012 -  97 points
“An outstanding wine, with mealy, toasty, nougat and peanut brittle aromas, and a wild, balsamic overtone. Full-bodied with a refined palate and amazing depth and persistence."  Huon Hooke, Gourmet Traveller Wine - 96 points  (((((
“The (biodynamically grown) grapes are hand picked over the course of a couple of weeks, at a variety of ripeness levels. They are then wild yeast fermented – as they have  been at Cullen for many years. This wine announces its quality instantly.

The flavours aren’t flashy or obvious but the first sip made me lean back in the chair and whisper Wow. It’s hard to describe why, though the wine’s piercing length is the main suspect. There are flavours of mineral and grapefruit, ripe pear and tropical fruit. There’s some creamy oak to be enjoyed too. But all these flavours feel refined and controlled. It’s a quiet but immensely confident wine. There’s a lot of lemony, spicy push through the finish. And it has both a sunniness and a seriousness. It is, undeniably, an outstanding chardonnay. Alcohol: 13.5% Price: $105 Closure: Screwcap Drink: 2013 – 2020.”  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 96 points

“We move from two really nice chardonnays to a sublime pair – one from a tiny producer, the other from the massive Treasury Wine Estates… Cullens, from three separate blocks on the family vineyard, presents melon and citrus varietal flavours on a wonderfully, bright, complex, deeply layered palate.”  Chris Shanahan
Drink Now to 2020




































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

