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	MAGNUMS


2001 GIACONDA CHARDONNAY (1500ml) 
 !!
$395.00
REGION: BEECHWORTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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"Giaconda Chardonnay, first released in 1987 (with the 1986 vintage) is enjoying extraordinary fame among the cognoscenti. As the name suggests, it is also something of an enigma. It is a classic style with excellent fruit definition and creamy flavours, all balanced by deft oak handling and fine acid cut. The wines appear to benefit from cellaring, which puts them into the elite league of Australian Chardonnay. This is an exciting wine with so much complexity and interest."  Andrew Caillard MW
"The arrival of its Warner Vineyard Shiraz and Aeolia Roussanne amongst the best of their kind in Australia has done little to reduce Giaconda’s lustrous profile and the global demand for its scarce wines. This domaine-like operation in the hills of Beechworth is responsible for some of the best and most finely crafted wines of this country, of which the Chardonnay is the most well-known."  Jeremy Oliver

"Four hundred and fifty cases of hand-crafted wines are produced from 2.5 hectares of estate plantings every year. The style of the wine is entirely different from mainstream Australian Chardonnay, relying far more on texture and structure and far less on primary fruit. An exceptionally distinguished and consistent wine, which is the very deliberate product of Rick Kinzbrunner's winemaking philosophy. The label bears the ultimate politically correct statement 'Unfiltered. Wild yeast'."  James Hal liday
"Distinctively made with the funky, matchstick-like bound sulphide and earthy complexity so typical of this label, this is another more assertive and powerful Giaconda Chardonnay. Its complex aromas of dried flowers and citrus, wheatmeal and ripe citrus fruits, grilled cashews and tropical fruit are surprisingly reserved and delicate, but the thick layers of vibrant grapefruit and melon flavours on the palate are more unctuous and substantial. Sumptuous and seamless; another classic. Drink 2006–2009+."  Jeremy Oliver - 96 points

"I recently attended a vertical tasting (of Giaconda chardonnay) hosted by cellerage company WineArk, which included 12 vintages from 1987 to 2001, excluding '95, '97 and '98. As a group they were stunning, with seven great wines ('96, '90,, '87, '94, '99, '00 and '01) and the remainder (except for '89) ranging from very good to excellent.. I don't believe anyone in this country could match the line-up, with the possible exception of Leeuwin Estate."  Huon Hooke, Sydney Morning Herald
"The 2001 has all the hallmarks of another fine Giaconda Chardonnay. Year in year out the consistency of this wine continues to amaze me. Once again the craftsmanship of Rick Kinzbrunner is clearly evident. It looks and smells like a wine of depth and complexity: straw gold with flashes of green; on the bouquet grilled nuts, the customary 'dirt', stone fruit, wheat and spicy notes from the oak herald a wine of breeding. 
The palate is certainly grand with intensity and power encased in a tight frame of acidity. Lingering mineral notes remind me of the 1992 Chardonnay. Oak plays a supporting role but the sheer depth of fruit swarms all over the oak. As with past vintages, the palate is a combination of wheat, spice and stonefruits wrapped in a creamy texture. The synergy between vineyard and the maker is clearly evident. Another superb Giaconda Chardonnay."  Doug Neal
Drink Now to 2025.
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Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

