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	MAGNUMS


2003 LEEUWIN ESTATE ART SERIES CHARDONNAY (1500ml)  !!
$220.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
"Notwithstanding the challenges of Yattarna, Giaconda, Petaluma Tiers and so forth, Leeuwin is my choice as Australia's best Chardonnay. No matter how many times I participate in vertical tastings of Leeuwin chardonnays, I continue to be mesmerised by the complexity and quality of these wines. They are fruit-driven, not oak-pushed; they have exceptional balance, structure, line and length; they have a Burgundian ability to wrap a complex cloth around a core of marvellous varietal fruit; there is a paradoxical mix of family similarity and individuality; and they have exceptional longevity."  James Halliday 
"A succession of brilliant vintages and an extraordinary consistency of style, has made Leeuwin Estate Art Series Chardonnay the most highly prized Australian white wine on the secondary market. Indeed, it now sits with Penfolds Grange in the Exceptional category of Langton’s Classification. The Block 20 vineyard is a source of the most extraordinary and exquisite Chardonnay fruit imaginable."  Andrew Caillard MW
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"A superlative wine made in the fashion of the marvellous 1997 and 2001 vintages, this is another benchmark chardonnay from the leader of the Margaret River pack. It reveals a fragrance of lemon butter, grapefruit and peaches over tightly interwoven nuances of fresh spicy and vanilla oak, backed by undertones of minerals and tropical fruits. There’s a silkiness about the trim, taut palate which gradually opens to reveal layers of fruit and structure. Tightly focused flavours of pineapple, banana, lemon and grapefruit are framed by finely honed and precisely measured acidity, leaving a persistent presence of fruit long after the wine is swallowed. A classical Art Series; balanced and expressive with an exceptionally long and mineral finish. Drink 2011-2015+."  Jeremy Oliver – 97 points

"If you love Chardonnay, you owe it to yourself to discover why this amazingly complex wine ranks among the world's best. Its minerality is reminiscent of great Burgundy but is complemented with opulent, ripe fruit flavors. Founded by Denis and Tricia Horgan in the late 1970s, Leeuwin is the flagship winery of Western Australia." Leslie Sbrocco, USA – 97 points

"There are many who uphold LEASC as the greatest chardonnay in this country. I'm not one to disagree, but I prefer the philosophy of the late Mark Shields, whose standard response to the question of the greatest wine he'd ever had was that he hadn't had it yet.

Whatever, this won't be the greatest chardonnay I'll ever drink but that won't stop me getting excited about it now. This is a chardonnay with jaw-dropping texture and mouth-feel. The finish is amazingly persistent with fine acidity and cashew nut complexity supporting its excellent white peach, nectarine and apricot fruit. It was bottled just the day before I tasted it at Leeuwin, and if this is the description of a bottle-shocked wine then I'm speechless! Best drinking around: 2005-2009."  Tyson Stelzer, Top 500 Wines 2005-2006 – 95 points (Excellent Wine)

"Richer, deeper and fuller than most Art Series at this stage of its development; ripe stone fruit and melon fruit. Two bottles tasted; the second slightly tighter and racier than the other. Will develop more quickly than most. Cork. 14% alc. Drink Now-2010."  James Halliday - 94 points
"There is just so much happening in this extraordinary chardonnay that continues to push new boundaries of excellence. The aroma is immediately complex and compelling with grapefruit, nutty nuances and mealy cashew characters. The palate is as powerful as ever with deep penetrating and powerful flavours that define complexity in chardonnay. The driest vintage on record in Margaret River has produced a wine of phenomenal power and finesse that will live for many years. Buy it, put it away and forget about it for at least another five years. Drink: 2009 to 2015."  Ray Jordan, The West Australian
Drink Now to 2030.




































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

