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	MAGNUMS


2000 CULLEN CABERNET MERLOT (1500ml)
!!
$320.00
REGION: MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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By general consensus Australia's best Cabernet Merlot. Is consistently outstanding. The '00 continues the run of marvellous wines since '95. A blend of 65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 21% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot, 5% Malbec and 4% Cabernet Franc. Not quite as full-bodied as the '99 but a wine of great style and elegance. FOR ME IT WAS THE BEST WINE I TASTED IN 2002!

This wine was voted the Best Cabernet Sauvignon Blend in Australia in the August 2002 issue of Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine. Nick Bulleid, who was part of a very distinguished panel, writes:  "The quality of Cullen's cabernet sauvignon merlot is simply stunning. This is classic Margaret River. Both the 2000 and 1999 wines showed a deep purple-red colour and wonderful fruit concentration. The 2000 is marginally the finer of the two in structure, with a plump, supple and intense palate and plenty of fine tannin. I thought the fruit showed perfect ripeness, with concentrated blackcurrant characters. Peter Bourne said 'rich, ripe and opulent, with power and length', while Peter Forrestal admired its 'velvet texture'. The 1999 is firmer and drier, Sophie Otton saying 'solid in the mouth' and Huon Hooke 'big, forceful, tannic but balanced'. Yet the wine has all the fruit it needs, with an exotic violet and blackcurrant lift to the nose and rich dark berry flavour. These are brilliant wines with almost unlimited potential for development."

"Pristine perfume of violets, dark berries and plums, lightly minty, dusty and smoky, over strongly scented vanilla/bubblegum/mocha oak. Classically long and silky, with a sumptuous depth of plush, pristine black berry/dark cherry fruit tightly integrated with supple, drying tannins and smoky fine-grained oak. Superb balance, length and harmony. Drink 2012-2020+."  Jeremy Oliver - 97 points
"Medium to full red-purple; the bouquet is clean and fresh, with small red berry fruit aromas and subtle oak, half suggesting the palate may be down in power. Nothing could be further from the truth, for there are lush red and black berry fruits in abundance, followed by the pillars of tannin which are so much part of the structure of this distinguished wine. James Halliday - 94 points
Drink 2015 to 2035.

























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

