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	MAGNUMS


2001 BEST'S THOMSON FAMILY SHIRAZ (1500ml) 
!!
$320.00
REGION: GRAMPIANS, VICTORIA
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Best's Thompson Family Shiraz is one of the truly great wines of the world. It is also one of the rarest with production being miniscule; the wine is made entirely off fifteen rows of pre-phyloxera vines planted by Henry Best in the 1860's and is limited to around 320 cases per vintage. In addition it is only released in exceptional vintages: 1992, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 and now 2001. 

One only has to look at the views of Jeremy Oliver and James Halliday, Australia's two leading wine critics, to realise how special this wine really is: 

· Jeremy Oliver allocates the highest possible ranking of 1 to only three Australian shiraz - Penfolds Grange, Henschke Hill of Grace and Best's Thomson Family. Of the Thomson Family he says: "Sourced from some of Australia's oldest shiraz vines, this wine is about intensity and purity of dark, spicy fruit, style, elegance and a wonderfully tight-knit and fine-grained backbone. The 2001 has fragrant aromas of dark cherries, cassis, mulberries and plums are supported by sweet cedar/chocolate oak. There’s also plenty of varietal pepper and spice, with an underlying violet-like perfume. Long, very smooth and velvet-like, with a ripe, succulent mouthfeel of berry/plum flavours bordering ever so marginally on the over-cooked. Its length and tight-knit spine of powdery tannins will ensure a strong future. Drink 2013-2021." Jeremy Oliver – 93 points

-
James Halliday rated the last two releases of the Thomson Family ('97 & '98) both at 97 points. Of the new-release '01 he had this to say: "Succulently rich and supple black fruits and perfectly integrated French Oak; graceful and elegant despite the richness."  James Halliday – 96 points
And finally to the wine, which is simply superb. Deep and brooding, full of dark cherry and plum fruit, the palate is seamless, exceptionally long and has perfect balance. Elegance personified; the iron fist in a velvet glove. Deserves to be cellared for a minimum of a decade. 

"Great Western at its finest. This great shiraz isn't made every year but it's worth waiting for. The 2001 opens with dusty plum and berry fruit, still closed up and understated. It is gently spicy and chocolately, with light regional earthiness and excellent, silky texture. Miles away from the blockbuster Aussie shiraz, it's intense and long, soft and fine." ((((( Ralph Kyte-Powell, Epicure Uncorked
Drink 2010 to 2040.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

