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2002 TIM ADAMS THE ABERFELDY SHIRAZ (1500ml)
!!
$170.00
REGION: CLARE VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

There are four reasons that you simply must have some of this wine in your cellar (or at the dinner table) – it is arguably the best red wine made in the Clare Valley, it is a single vineyard shiraz from 100-year-old vines, it is from the sensational 2002 vintage and is at a ridiculously low price for a wine of this quality and stature.

"Even though its profile lags behind many inferior but significantly more expensive wines, Tim Adams’ flagship, The Aberfeldy, is one of Australia’s finest shirazes. Sourced from a small, low-cropped vineyard planted in 1904, The Aberfeldy is a finely balanced, tight-knit wine of leanness and breeding. Its tautness and astringency bring to mind some of the better modern Tuscan classics. It’s not about the notion that more is better; here’s a wine of delivery and style. 
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Recently released at just over $50 per bottle, the 2002 Aberfeldy is the labels’ finest yet. Like many South Australian wines from this vintage, it’s more restrained and approachable in its youth than is typical, but thanks to the brilliant intensity of its fruit, plus its length and balance, it will live for as long as any of its predecessors. Exotically perfumed with nuances of musk, violet and peppermint beneath its vibrant and tightly focused dark berry and cherry flavours, it’s long and silky-smooth, finishing with lingering flavours of sweet fruit, mint, dried herbs and licorice. 

Unlike many other Australian shirazes to have been matured in American cooperage, this wine reveals a rare and seamless integration between fruit and oak-derived influences. Tim Adams holds back the use of any new oak for the first year, before then giving it eleven months in brand new oak casks. Although they’re made from American oak, these casks were manufactured in France after four long European winters of seasoning. As an approach, it’s both clever and effective."  Jeremy Oliver

"A supple shiraz of wonderful brightness and polish. Its musky, ethereal and exotically spiced perfume of violets, peppermint and vibrant small berry fruit overlies restrained and fine-grained vanilla oak. Long, fine and seamless, its penetrative and tightly focused expression of pristine black berry fruit and sweet oak is framed by velvet-smooth, fine-grained tannins. It finishes long, with nuances of mint and dried herbs, with a faint suggestion of eucalypt. With fruit reminiscent of the 1994 and 1998 vintages, but a finer, perhaps better integrated cut of oak. Drink 2014-2022."  Jeremy Oliver – 97 points
"Bang! It's beautiful. Regional. Like a perfectly aimed velvet fist. Inky, impressive, like ironstone rocking through mulberry, like gumnut coated in slippery, cedary, fresh podded vanilla. It's a great, warm, silken Aberfeldy, and will age perfectly. Drink: Now-2016."  Campbell Mattinson, Winefront Monthly – 95 points
"Across the board a vintage that has attracted a lot of attention of late. Many of the wines are far more aromatic (both on the nose and palate) than usual. And the '02 Aberfeldy is no exception – it is laden with spicy florals, vanilla, cardamom, liquorice and sweet/sour red fruit. The palate ripples with well-defined saturated fruit, spicy acidity and those oh-s0-familiar Aberfeldy fine tannins. At two years of age it has come together brilliantly and shows great balance as well as elegance – there's nothing clumsy or awkward; it's sheer class all the way. One of those freaky wines that's dazzling to drink right from the word go. Will age magnificently for a decade. My top wine of the tasting."  Andrew Wood - Divine Magazine
"Aberfeldy is always a muscular, belligerent wine in its youth, but in 2002 it has surprising control and, dare I say it, a degree of finesse, too. Coming from 98-year-old vines, this is a very special creation and my highest scoring Aberfeldy to date. Drink 2008–2018." Matthew Jukes, Decanter Magazine
"There is no question that that the best Aberfeldy is the currect 2002, a stunning wine in any company. The nose was a wonderfully complex mix of spice, blackberries, cedar and fragrant floral notes while the wine itself is finely balanced, seamless, intense, elegant yet powerful and with a very long finish of the softest tannins. Expect a huge future ... Aberfeldy is undoubtedly a wine that deserves a place in any selection of our best shiraz."  Ken Gargett, The Courier Mail
Drink Now  to 2040.



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

