Canterbury Wines
    Phone 0398305278 or 0403020439
www.canterburywines.net


	MAGNUMS


2007 CRAGGY RANGE SOPHIA MERLOT CABERNET FRANC (1500ml)    !!
$180.00
REGION: HAWKES BAY, NEW ZEALAND
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"2007 Craggy Range Sophia has been placed first, ahead of some of Bordeaux's most prestigious wines, at a key industry tasting in San Francisco. The Bordeaux blend from the Gimblett Gravels area in the Hawke’s Bay was chosen ahead of iconic Bordeaux wines including Château Mouton-Rothschild, Château Pavie and Château L’Evangile, a one hundred point wine. The tasting was done 'double blind' and all twelve wines were from similar vintages.

The tasting panel included some of the best palates in the business - three Master Sommeliers, 1 Master of Wine, two prominent retailers including Chuck Haywood from San Francisco’s 'Jug Shop' and Harvey Steiman and Mary Ann Worobiec from The Wine Spectator. 

Praised for its 'fine tannins' and for being 'elegant and expressive', Craggy Range Sophia was first in the group ranking and was in the top five of every single taster. What’s more, it’s priced at just US$50 while its Bordeaux competitors retail for between $175 and $695. 

Harvey Steiman commented: 'The folks who make wines from Merlot and Cabernet in New Zealand’s Gimblett Gravels district proved that they belong on the same table as those from big-name Bordeaux châteaus. The Kiwis did it the only legitimate way, in a blind tasting against the best… The Gimblett Gravels gang wasn’t exactly comparing their wines to chumps. Wine Spectator's official ratings for the six Bordeaux in the tasting range from 94 to 100 points. What make the results meaningful is that the NZ wines held their own in this crowd.'"  Wine Spectator Review
"Ruby carmine and velvet, a glorious young claret colour, one of the densest in the set, much richer than 2007 Coleraine. And the bouquet is pretty glorious too, explicit merlot florals uplifted by the alcohol, but in this instance, seemingly neither spirity or aggressive. That is I think largely a benefit of subtler use of oak than sister-wine The Quarry shows, though Sophia is still more assertive than '07 Coleraine. Aromas include violets and dark red roses, cassis, fresh tree-ripened and bottled black doris plums, and cedar, all delightfully fresh for the size of the wine. In mouth there is tactile plummy berry of exciting weight, a whole size larger than 2007 Coleraine but not losing anything from size (when compared with the Aroha pinot, for example), and the floral quality on bouquet saturates the palate. This is a big and quite bold wine, but despite the youthful tannin one is left simply with the succulent richness of fruit, and a fabulous merlot flavour made aromatic by new oak. Few countries in the world can achieve this purity of perfectly ripe merlot varietal expression. The total winestyle in youth is rich Saint Emilion rather than Pomerol, cepage notwithstanding, but it will be great to check it out every so often over the next 20 years, and watch this facet of the wine's style evolve. This is one of the finest Bordeaux blends ever made in New Zealand. It will be a wonderful keeping wine, to cellar 5 – 20 years plus. VALUE." Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews - 19.0+ points (((((
"A flagship blend of Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec that thoroughly justifies its exalted status. Plump, ripe plum and dark berry flavours with a suggestion of floral and spice character plus a sensitive influence of classy oak. A very serious red that's dangerously easy to drink now but will ertainly repay cellaring. This is the best wine under this label since it was first made in 2001and must surely be one of the top merlot-dominant blended wines made in the country"  Bob Campbell MW, Gourmet Traveller Wine - 97 points  (((((
"The 2007 Sophia, a blend of Merlot and Cabernet Franc has a deep blackberry, cassis, plum, kirsch and violet tinged nose - in fact it is difficult to discern the Cabernet Franc! The palate is full-bodied and beautifully balanced, good acidity, firm tannins and great weight and yet there is also a sense of weightlessness that marks this out as a stunning wine with a persistent tannic finish. This will need 5-6 years aging at least. Superb."  Neal Martin – 95 points
"Craggy Range’s Sophia is a blend of Merlot and Cabernet Franc. It’s grown on the Gimblett Gravels at Hawke’s Bay and of course, 2007 is an acclaimed vintage.

It doesn’t slap you in the face. It’s an elegant, balanced, classic wine, flush with plummy, curranty, chocolatey flavour and touched by spice. As is so often the case with superior wines, it’s the tannin structure that mostly sets it apart. There’s not a lot of tannin here, but what tannin there is is very fine and very long, and starts well forward of the back half of the wine. I love that. Add some floral highlights and you have a smooth, complete wine. Drink : 2012 – 2019."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 95 points
"81% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, 7% Cabernet Sauvignon, 2% Malbec. Dark garnet coloured core with vivid crimson hues. Aromas of violets, cedar, darkest plum and subtle vanilla meld for a complex bouquet. The palate possesses layers of fine tannin polished by unctuous fruit character and incredible length. Our best yet." Winery Notes
Awards:
1st Placing – 2009  Wine Spectator Review (Gimblett Gravels versus Bordeaux Tasting)

Drink Now to 2050.

























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

