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	MERLOTS


2001 PLANTAGENET ROCKY HORROR MERLOT
!!
$32.50
MOUNT BARKER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A magnificent merlot and one for lovers of big red wines. This single vineyard wine is deep, brooding, rich, tannic and satisfying and just crying out for a few years in the cellar.
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"A toss up between this and the Cabernet Franc, both from a new vineyard previously inhabited by boulders which were smashed and returned to the soil. Impressive colour, bouquet, palate and finish all signal a merlot in heroic style, with layers of blackcurrant, olive and substantial, but balanced, tannins. Drink 2006 to 2016." James Halliday’s Top 100 for 2003 -  95 points

"The latest new individual-site reds to cross my lips are from Plantagenet Wines in Mount Barker, Western Australia. The site in question is the deliciously named Rocky Horror Vineyard, a block originally full of boulders that were ripped out, ground down and ploughed back into the earth to fill the gaps they'd left before vines were planted in 1988. In the terrific '01 vintage, winemaker Gavin berry decided that the merlot and cabernet franc from this site were so good - and so distinctly different from batches of fruit from other Plantagenet vineyards - that he bottled the wines separately. Unlike the Plantagenet cabernet sauvignon, which has pure, aromatic blackcurrant fruit intensity and a fine, polished structure, these two Rocky horror wines are more savoury, brooding, with commanding, tongue hugging tannins (a reflection of the stony soil?). The cab franc is the more focussed of the two, with tremendous dark cherry characters, while the merlot is fuller, more complex, more satisfying." Max Allen, The Weekend Australian

"This has a beautifully evocative nose. It nails the moderate-climate varietal spectrum of aromas and flavours in a beautifully pure manner. Deep cool smells with dark berry fruit, cassis, olives, a little leather and even some subtle earthiness that communicated wonderfully on the palate. Prettily interlaced flavours, rich and soft, ripe but not at the expense of inherent structure. Another of the softly spoken wines that really hit home for me."  Andrew wood, Divine Magazine
"What a versatile little number from Mount Barker. The ultimate barbie wine: so soft, so more-ish, so flavoursome in its fleshy, sweet-berried complexity. Serve it with everything from hamburgers, rissoles and gourmet snags to pork spare ribs and plum sauce." Jeni Port, The Age Epicure

Drink Now  to 2012.
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