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	OTHER REDS


2001 CAPE MENTELLE ZINFANDEL
!!
$65.00
MARGARET RIVER, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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I was lucky enough to attend a zinfandel masterclass recently that featured wines from all over the world, including a number of highly sought after (and expensive!) reserve zinfandels from U.S.A. The '01 Cape Mentelle Zinfandel and the '01 Williams Selyem (Russian River Valley U.S.A.) were clearly in my mind the two wines of the tasting, standing head and shoulders above the rest. The Cape Mentelle is savoury yet rich at the same time - without the over-ripeness or too much alcohol which marred many of the wines. With a couple of years bottle age will be a cracker.

"Of exceptional quality, it remains the only Australian Zinfandel worth mentioning. The 2001 is medium-red purple; the bouquet is solid, with some savoury/gamey edges to the dark berry fruit; the medium to full-bodied palate has ripe dark fruits with plenty of structure, then a savoury rejoinder on the finish. Drink: 2005-2010." James Halliday -91 points
"Here is a wine that should be enjoyed in a desert tent while scoffing spicy kebabs and watching belly dancers gyrate. The lusty aromas of rum, raisin and spice would be a worthy match for the incense. The essence of bold berry fruit flavours would match all the spice merchants could bring forth. And there might be a glass or two left over to enjoy with baklava and honeyed goat cheese tarts. Zinfandel fan or not, this is a beauty."  Bill Thompson – Sunday Times 'Food and Wine' 

"This Margaret River wine is one of those walk-on-the-wild-side reds with tons of character. It's like a Siena cake of dried fruits, spice and mocha notes; the palate has warm, strong flavours, rich texture, and a firm foundation of chewy tannins. Food: Braised oxtail; Ageing: Drink over 10 years." ((((  Epicure Uncorked Winter 2003

"A near perfect vintage with balanced, ripe fruit. Exotic aromas of rum and raisins, with hints of cinnamon and cloves, and rich dark chocolate. A typical power-packed Zinfandel with focused, vibrant flavours, tempered by rich, berry pie sweetness." Notes sourced from Cape Mentelle
Drink 2003  to 2010.
















Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

