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	PINOT NOIR


2001 APSLEY GORGE PINOT NOIR (CUVÉE 1)  
!!
$49.95
REGION: SOUTHERN TASMANIA, TASMANIA
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From this tiny winery just outside Bicheno comes the eagerly awaited follow-up to the  multiple trophy winner 2000 pinot noir - it took out the Pinot Trophy at the Royal Adelaide Wine Show and the Association of Boutique Winemakers voted it the best boutique winery pinot.  

Winemaker Brian Franklin considers the 2001 (of which only 370 cases were made) to be even better than the  acclaimed 2000. "The vineyards produced beautiful fruit and four different parcels of wine were made using different winemaking techniques. All ot the wines were, stand alone, very good, yet very different. After some blending trials it was obvious that it was possible to put together one wine that would be better than any of the four components." 

The resultant wine is a cracker; complex and layered with lovely structure and length. While very approachable in its youth, a few years in the cellar will work wonders.
Jeni Port nominates the 10 wines you really must try before you die: "There's not a bottle of wine carrying a price tag of more than $150. They're all readily available, too, because they're all made in Australia. Nothing here involves an air fare and hire car. There's no Grange, Hill of  Grace, Noble One, Mount Mary Quintet or Morris fortified because that would be too predictable, surely?

Apsley Gorge Pinot Noir - Pinot noir often seems, well, so "feminine", a pre-bra-burning kind of feminine, an idealised vision of pinot-hood. Not Apsley Gorge. It's more Germaine Greer, not the tetchy Greer of late but the clever, assertive Greer. Apsley Gorge is made by former abalone diver Brian Franklin, who channels the strength and the prettiness of good pinot noir into three hot wines from Bicheno on Tasmania's east coast. Current vintage: 2008 ($49); Dream team: 2001 pinot from a dry year with small berries and concentrated fruit."  Jeni Port, The Age – The 10 wines you really must try before you die (Feb 2010)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Drink Now to 2012.













Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

