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	PINOT NOIR


2003 CARRICK CENTRAL OTAGO PINOT NOIR     
!!
$52.95
REGION: CENTRAL OTAGO, NEW ZEALAND


An absolutely stunning pinot noir from an outstanding vintage in Central Otago. Silky, complex, with wonderful structure and mouthfeel, seamless, long and concentrated. Delightful now, but can only get better. A LABEL THAT FULLY DESERVES "FIRST GROWTH" STATUS ALONGSIDE THE LIKES OF FELTON ROAD AND ATA RANGI.

"A big pinot noir ruby,  about the maximum needed for the variety.  Initially opened,  this wine is youthful and quiet,  benefitting from decanting.  In a mixed varieties blind tasting,  the bouquet becomes gloriously varietal,  sweet,  floral with boronia,  violets and buddleia,  attractively deep.  There is an excellent  underpinning of black cherry and aromatic oak.  The quality and excitement of florals on bouquet can be compared with fine wines from the Cote de Nuits,  without presuming any equivalence.  Palate follows on superbly,  rich aromatic black cherries,  marvellous acid balance,  oak maybe to a max,  drying it a little,  but that should attenuate in cellar.  Not quite the depth and excitement of the Mt Difficulty Target Gully,  but fine New Zealand pinot,  which will cellar for 5 - 12 years."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews ((((( (18.5 points)
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"A very refined pinot aroma - it smells smooth and in the palate it is with its fine, silky tannins. There's a dark, tarry, almost leathery nuance to the mulled fruits of the forest with a gorgeous, Burgundian-like, earthy savouriness. The finish is long and lingering with macerated cherries coming forth and hints of chocolate as it lingers."  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com 

"Deep blueish crimson. Firm, spicy opulent fruit on the nose. Lots of structure. Extremely fruity and winning."  Jancis Robinson, MW – 18.0 points
"Significantly finer and more silky than the highly acclaimed 2002 wine, with a spicy perfume of rose petals and highly accentuated aromas of red and black cherries. Oak is restrained and sympathetic. Long and smooth, its sappy and brightly flavoured palate reveals pristine fruit framed by classy tannins and fresh acids. Another wine to keep. Best drinking: 2008-2011." Jeremy Oliver
"Superb: Carrick Pinot Noir 2003. This was my top wine of the tasting (Stonier's International Pinot Noir Tasting 2005) and is a tremendous example of why Central Otago in NZ is the sexiest pinot noir region on the planet."  Stuart Gregor, Melbourne Sunday Herald Sun Magazine
"Carrick is a relatively new, well-resourced winery located in the much acclaimed Bannockburn district of Central Otago. This is a big, rich and concentrated wine with bold, ripe flavours that suggest plum, black cherry and dried spice. It offers a good structure of firm tannins which promote a drying finish. Solid, complex wine with lots of potential."  (((((  Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine
"This is archetypal Central Otago pinot noir, the kind of wine that makes many think that Central Otago (in New Zealand) is the great new world destination for the grape. I'm not yet entirely convinced, but this wine does its best to sway me: the fruit is pure and substantial, the tannins ripe and long, the overall sensation of richness impossible to discount – in the context that varietal character is forever maintained. Lots of fruit, lots of tannin, simple but substantial. Drink: 2005-2010."  Campbell Mattinson, Winefront Monthly - 91 points 
 "Carrick is an up and coming Central Otago superstar and this is the best NZ pinot I tasted all 2005. Do not miss it." Stuart Gregor, Don't Buy Wine Without Me 2006

"The densly flavoured 2003 vintage was grown at Bannockburn, low cropped (5.5 tonnes per hectare) and matured in French oak barriques (30 % new). Dark and richly scented, it has deep, ripe, spicy flavours and savoury characters adding complexity. Fleshy and still very youthful, it shows excellent potential. (((((  Michael Cooper's Buyers Guide to NZ Wines, 2005 Edition.
Drink Now to 2011.













Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

