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	PINOT NOIR


2006 ESCARPMENT KUPE PINOT NOIR     
!!
$85.00
REGION: MARTINBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND
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"I was blown away by this. It's a bloody beauty. It's got structure, class, weight and length. It tastes of sand and minerals, smoke and sap, its blush of bright, glossy, toasty dark cherries playing second fiddle to more earthen, undergrowthy flavours. It smells intense, tastes it too, but best of all - it finishes with a fan of exotic flavour. There's a bit of spicy oak here but the wine completely carries it. This should be sublime in five to seven years. Drink: 2012-2018."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 97 points
"The Kupe, the youngest of the vineyards, and planted to the Abel clone at a much higher vine density than the others, was by far the most fruit rich, and also persistent in the mouth. I'm looking forward to following this one as the vineyard matures."  Tim White, Australian Financial Review - 96 points
"Big pinot noir ruby,  some carmine and velvet,  the freshest colour of the Escarpment wines,  fractionally deeper than Te Rehua in weight.  Initially opened,  bouquet is reticent on this wine,  the new oak component showing more than for some.  There are again suggestions of Martinborough pennyroyal,  and implicit florals on clear cherry fruit.  Palate seems cooler and fresher than Moana,  very pure,  beautifully ripe,  and in fact there is no worry about the oak level here.  The elegance,  balance and poise are delightful,  but the beauty is yet to come,  I suspect.  One cannot ignore the magical harmony of the finish – perhaps it will eclipse the others,  in three or so years' time.  It will be great to see the complete set in five years time,  when the real achievements of this marvellous group of pinots will be on display.  It will also be great to see the dry extract increase with vine age,  in this new vineyard. Cellar 3 – 12 years."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews ((((( (18.5 points)

"The Escarpment winery is tucked into a hillside looking across a broad valley near Martinborough on New Zealand’s North Island. Kupe, Escarpment’s top pinot, is concentrated and complex with dark plum, herb and spice characters, meaty notes and subtle oak. The full palate is solidly structured and persistent, but still quite unevolved. Ageing?: Yes, 2-8 years."  (((((  Ralph Kyte-Powell, Epicure Uncorked
"Larry McKenna's flagship Pinot Noir label that in this vintage certainly lives up to its reputation and price. It's a big wine with masses of ripe plum, cherry, dark fruit and exotic spicy flavours. Solidly structured red with the potential to age very well."  Bob Campbell MW - 94 points

"This is the third release from The Escarpment Vineyard's close planted vineyard on Te Muna Road, Martinborough. The spacing of 1.5m x 1m (6,600 vines/ha) is approaching the planting densities used in Burgundy from where the inspiration for this wine comes. Fermented in wooden French cuves, hand plunged and aged in 50% new French oak barriques the wine was given every priority during its elevation and now shows all the hallmarks of a grand young wine on its release in 2008.

The season was exemplary for this block being the first fruit harvested from Te Muna Road after a warm early ripening period. The fruit was harvested in brilliant condition in April 2006. The wine was given every priority during its elevation and now shows all the hallmarks of a great young wine on release in March 2008. It is at the vanguard of Pinot Noir style in the New World and should age gracefully for up to 10 years."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2018.












Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

