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2007 FELTON ROAD PINOT NOIR     
!!
$74.95
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"A classic example of the Felton Road style with perhaps slightly more acidity evident. It's an elegant and complex wine with floral, cherry and spice flavours. It has a great texture and is a wine of subtle power. This is the least expensive Felton Road Pinot Noir but, in line with previous vintages, it looks more appealing than big brothers Block 3 and 5 at this early stage. That's not to say it won't cellar well: it will."  Bob Campbell MW - 96 points  (((((
"The finest Pinot portfolio in New Zealand boasts a complete range of iconic wines - this is the most dramatic and audacious. It fizzles with magic that delivers everything you would wish of it."  Matthew Jukes, Decanter Nmagazine
"Good pinot noir ruby, fractionally lighter than the same year Calvert and Block 5 wines. In this blind tasting of 60 reds, half pinot noir, the result is nearly a total walkover for Felton Road. What a model this winery is, in setting the pace for pinot noir in southern New Zealand - like a latter-day Te Mata for cabernet / merlot. Bouquet is textbook New Zealand pinot noir, explicitly floral in the boronia and dark red roses category, on black and red cherry fruit, beautifully fragrant and clean. Palate follows perfectly, cherries through and through, yet still with the appropriate acid of some underpinning redfruits, showing no sur-maturité / excess plummyness, a little lighter than the Felton Calvert. The oaking is exquisite, gently shaping the wine yet in no way dominating. This is one of the most satisfying standard Felton pinots yet, a reference wine for the vintage which can be run in future Cote de Nuits tastings with confidence. Though slightly 'cooler' than the Felton and Craggy Calvert Vineyard wines, this standard Felton pinot illustrates beautifully what pinot noir without a leafy or stalky thread is like. As noted previously with respect to syrah, the dividing line between leafy florals and really sweet florals is subtle. Yet it is exactly this subtle quality which makes the great wines of Burgundy, the Northern Rhone, and yes, Bordeaux too, so exciting and 'refreshing' as Jancis Robinson would say, in comparison with their more burly competitors from warmer parts of the new world. Cellar 5 - 12 years. VALUE."  Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews ((((( (18.5 points)

"Quite vivid pinky red with a black hue to the core. Perfumed with herbs dominant over the sweet-fruited scents. In the palate it's sweet but not jammy with mouthfilling red fruits, a hint of blackberry, gently gripping finely structured tannins, spicy savoury oak, forest floor, thyme and excellent length. It seems a little unresolved and slightly yeasty on first tasting but evolves beautifully in the glass to reveal all sorts of intricate nuances. It really needs more time but could be coaxed out of its shroud by decanting for immediate drinking."  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com
"Juicy and concentrated, with fine balance to wild raspberry, blueberry and pervasive wet stone character. Sandalwood and subtle spice highlight the mineral nuances on the finish. Opens up nicely with air. Drink now through 2012."  Wine Spectator - 91 points  [90-94: Outstanding; a wine of superior character and style] 

"A very floral, perfumed, classic Pinot Noir nose: fruit, violets, spice and bramble, with nothing in excess. Creamy and weighty across the mid-palate, very flowing, almost juicy sweetness with just enough dusty tannins kicking in to complement a dark finish with hints of espresso and chocolate. Complete, complex and perhaps close to the ultimate expression for a Felton Road Pinot Noir."  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2017.
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