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	PINOT NOIR


2008 ATA RANGI PINOT NOIR     
!!
$73.95
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REGION: MARTINBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND


"Complete and comforting from the very outset, Ata Rangi has delivered another benchmark pinot noir full of all the gently woven complexity and allure that sets the variety apart from most others. Like a tiny piece of Vosne-Romanee came to Martinborough; light, fragrant notes, fresh rose petals, a dusting of sweet spices and super-pure cherry fruits waft around the glass in regal formation. The palate is deliciously capricious at this young stage, for the first impression is of lightness and sheer elegance; it falls on the palate with feather-like impact then builds and builds and builds. It layers fine pastry-like sheets of tannin and arrives at a fine crescendo of flavour and pure pinot noir, leaving a comet-like trail in its wake. This is impeccably crafted; fine, powerful and truly worthy of Grand Cru status" Nick Stock, Penguin Australia Good Wine Guide 2010 – 97 points

“In top gastronomic circles, Ata Rangi is synonymous with some of the greatest Pinot Noirs made anywhere outside the hallowed turf of Burgundy itself. These are wines which display an intrinsic depth and concentration that is in no way dependent on oak, fruit ripeness or alcohol. In a superb vintage like 2008, they possess such balance that they are compelling on release and have the stamina to live extremely long in the cellar. Deep and alluring, this wine is shot with black cherries, forest fruits, violets, pepper and mixed spice with a driving, gravel-like minerality.”  Tyson Stelzer - 96 points

“This wine gives the appearance of having slightly lighter fruit flavour than usual although I suspect that some of it may be locked in by moderately assertive and slightly sappy tannins - it certainly shows no lack of power. I love the mix of bright cherry and dark-fleshed plum flavours with floral/violet characters that mark it as a very classy Pinot Noir indeed. It's a serious wine in an elegant style with good development potential. Above all it carries the Ata Rangi trademark of great finesse.”  Bob Campbell MW - 96 points

“Ata Rangi is one of the greats of New Zealand pinot noir and one of our personal favourites. It has such a remarkable fragrance of roses and cherry essence that at first it presents as a simple, almost jubey wine, but given plenty of time it reveals further layers of complexity and settles down beautifully. It’s mid-weight (possibly light in an Ata Rangi context) and fluid with superb fine-grained tannin and excellent flavour persistence. The wine is beautiful, and that's all that really needs to be said.”  Campbell Mattinson & Gary Walsh, The Big Red Wine Book 2010/2011 - 96 points
"Now this is more like it! Perfumed & incredibly seductive with that signature spice character. This wine has elegance, finesse, & balance in spades. Silky tannins pleasure the palate. Very special. Needs some time to evolve though. Built to age".  Jamie Drummond (((((
"The standard bearer for Martinborough and still the finest Pinot of its style."  Matthew Jukes, Decanter 
"If asked to name a single New Zealand vineyard that will impress everyone, from the fussiest wine drinker to the label conscious, Ata Rangi is the wine. Its track record is longer than most and its owners remain hands-on at their tiny Martinborough winery."  Joelle Thomson
"It has such a remarkable fragrance of roses and cherry essence that at first it presents as a simple, almost jubey wine, but given plenty of time it reveals further layers of complexity and settles down beautifully. It’s mid-weight (possibly light in an Ata Rangi context) and fluid with superb fine-grained tannin and excellent flavour persistence. A fine vintage for this great producer. It needs at least another couple of years in bottle, at which stage it may rate a little higher again. Drink : 2012 – 2018."  Gary Walsh, The Wine Front – 95+ points

“Impeccable. Ata Rangi’s 2008 Pinot Noir would be a contender for the best Pinot Noir in New Zealand from the 2008 vintage. In a vintage that provides good quantities of beautifully ripened fruit, it takes extreme dedication and discipline to make the strictest of selection of fruit to go into a supreme label, and this is what Clive Paton and Helen Masters at Ata Rangi have done to create this outstanding wine. This was made predominantly from the oldest home blocks, with Abel clone nearing 30 years of age with some Pommard and Dijon clone, and a little 10/5 material for added complexity. 5-8 days pre-fermentation cold maceration, 5% whole bunch, indigenous yeast fermentation to a peak of 32°C and 12 months in 25% new oak, with bottling unfiltered. At 13.5% alc., this is an elegant, but extremely concentrated Pinot Noir of exquisite finesse and silky mouthfeel. Beautifully perfumed with ethereal florals and a core of red and dark fruits adding to the aromatic nature of this wine, there is no lack of substance. The tannin extraction is extremely refined, yet substantial. Aromas and flavours unfold in the glass and with each sip. The balance is nigh on perfect and allows immediate enjoyment, but make no mistake, this will age effortlessly and gracefully over the next 7-9 years.”  Raymond Chan
“The hauntingly fragrant 2008 Ata Rangi Pinot Noir is so silken, savoury and multi-faceted, it took my breath away. Charles Gill, Taranaki Daily News
Drink Now to 2020.













Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

