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	PINOT NOIR


2008 CRAGGY RANGE  CALVERT PINOT NOIR     
!!
$69.95
REGION: CENTRAL OTAGO, NEW ZEALAND


"Truly impressive wine with a wonderful perfumed aroma suggesting red cherry, spice and floral flavours. Powerful wine with a drop-dead texture. This has certainly got the X-factor. It is slightly ahead of Felton Road's wine from the same vineyard and vintage. A magnificant drop the memory of which haunted me for days after I tasted it."  Bob Campbell MW – 98 points  (((((
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“When Matthew Jukes and I release our Great New Zealand Pinot Noir Classification each year, we taste every new vintage wine we can get hold of and go back over many previous releases. No New Zealand estate has ascended into the Pinot firmament as swiftly nor as accurately as Craggy Range, and Calvert is the star of the Craggy show. The 2008 is one of the best vintages yet, with hauntingly persistent fruit, seamless purity, seductively enticing structure and a silky ribbon of tannin trailing off into the finish.”  Tyson Stelzer - 96 points
“Deeper colour; the vineyard is very distinguished, also providing grapes for Felton Road; the voluminous bouquet of blood plums, black cherries and spice leads into a plus, velvety mid-palate, followed by a textured finish based on tannins and oak.
Drink to 2020.”  James Halliday - 96 points
“It's ripe, dense and rich on the nose displaying black cherry, plum, spice and a touch of savoury mushroom characters. The palate is beautifully weighted and silky smooth with opulent mouthfeel, refreshing acidity and fine chalky tannins. A sumptuous Pinot with outstanding balance and structure. It's remarkably approachable and seductive now but sure to develop elegantly. At its best: now to 2015.”  Sam Kim - 95 points 
"The 2008 Calvert Vineyard Pinot Noir is outstanding. A deep, more introspective nose, gradually unfurling to reveal baked cherry, plum and boysenberry notes? Musigny to the Sluicings Bonnes-Mares. The palate is beautifully balanced with great weight - filigree tannins, brilliant harmony on the finish. This is so feminine and wily - a Pinot from the top of the drawer. Sublime."  The Wine Advocate – (93-95) points
"The Calvert vineyard is one of the most exciting vineyard sites we have ever seen in New Zealand. The vineyard, owned by Cromwell raised Owen Calvert and his wife Michele McNabb, is located on the northern side of Felton Road on an elevated terrace above the Kawarau River lying gently to the north-east, a perfect aspect.
The Pinot Noir vineyard was planted in two stages between 1999 and 2001 with a combination of the Dijon clones and the two Pommard selections from UC Davis. The vineyard is run biodynamically by the viticulturist at Felton Road, Gareth King, and is the only Pinot Noir property in New Zealand where three producers (Craggy Range, Felton Road, and Pyramid Valley) all make single vineyard wines. It’s a unique opportunity to see the human influence on the wines of the site, but more importantly the pervasiveness of vineyard character. The Calvert soils are Bannockburn deep silt loams: a complex mixture of loess, quartz sands, ancient lake bed clays and quartz and schist gravels. These balanced soils hold water thought the dry Central Otago growing season.
Darker, more brooding aromatics than seen in this wine before. On the nose, spice, ripe raspberry, plum, dark chocolate and earth characters, with violet floral high notes.     The palate is rich with berries, roses and exotic spice, all beautifully restrained and focused by a core of suede-like tannin. Finishes long and rich."  Winery Notes

Drink Now to 2020.













Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

