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2008 FELTON ROAD PINOT NOIR     
!!
$59.95
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"Haunting perfume of violets, dark cherry, anise, mineral and roasted chestnuts;  silken-textured with good concentration delivered with supreme elegance. This is so good now it's hard to justify bothering with bottle age."  Bob Campbell MW, Gourmet Traveller Wine - 96 points  (((((
“When Matthew Jukes and I compile our annual Great New Zealand Pinot Noir Classification we place each estate on the scale based on the performance not of their reserve and single vineyard wines but of their estate Pinot Noir. On this basis, only three producers have qualified for our highest, five star rating. In every year of the classification, Felton Road has remained at this level because of the outstanding consistency of this wine. Last year, the brains behind this outfit, Nigel Greening and Blair Walter, sat down to figure out how they could make this wine even better. They decided that they were already doing all they could in the vineyard (biodynamics) and winery and all that was left was to source better fruit. So they embarked on a twenty-year planting plan to plant more Pinot. Not to increase production but to increase the proportion declassified and,in so doing, raise the already lofty bar. A big ask, especially when vintages as good as 2008 are producing benchmark Felton Road Pinot of such black cherry purity, rose petal perfume and silky texture.”  Tyson Stelzer – 95 points
"More Pinot is being planted here, not to increase production but to raise the already lofty bar. The warm 2008 vintage has blessed this wine with pure black cherry and plum fruit, without detracting from its rose perfume nuances and silky texture. Another benchmark Felton Road Pinot."  Tyson Stelzer, WBM Wine 100 – 95 points
“Firstly the regular Felton Road Pinot Noir 2008, at 14.0% alc, 11 clones of fruit from the three estate sites, 20% whole bunch and aged 11 months in French oak. Bright purple ruby colour, this had a full, harmonious and balanced bouquet of dark plums and cherries, sweet and well-ripened. Full, fresh, ripe and plummy on the palate, the integration and balance of the extraction and excellent oak subtlety allowed immediate accessibility. Classic Central Otago vibrancy of fruit. A wine that will drink well over the next 5+ years easily.”  Raymond Chan – 19.0+ points

"Finely detailed, expressive Pinot. Nice savoury and mineral characters underscore the velvety, broad palate, with lush red fruit leading the way, finished off by a pleasing pinch of spice on the finish."  Decanter.com  - Ten Best New Zealand Wines
"Despite Felton Road having a little problem selling what it produces each year, Greening and Walter both take their ambassadorial role for the brand seriously. Recently Walter spent a week in Australia hosting a number of tastings, lunches and dinners, showing and talking about the just-released 2008s, and some mini verticles of Felton Road Pinot Block 3 and Block 5.

What these tastings always reveal is both the subtle differences between these wines as well as the sheer level of consistency, overall quality and complexity. While Walter considers 2008 a struggle after the 'landmark' 2007s, they are still superb wines in their own right.

Exhibiting Central Otago’s natural exuberance, there is an added dimension, texturally and structurally, that sets them apart from most Otago producers. It places them, along with Ata Rangi, at the top of New Zealand’s pinot hierarchy."  Philip Rich, The Australian Financial Review Magazine

“There's a deep fruit sweetness strumming through the svelte savouriness and while tight on entry it shows such potential. Earthy with underlying acidity, it's full of purple fruit with a sweet edge and a tingle to the spice-infused finish. Love the anise-y tones, the fine tannin structure and the lingering fruit sweetness. A beautiful, harmonious wine and the most accessible of the five right now.”  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com
"And so to the 2008’s. The Felton Road Pinot Noir is bottled, the other four Pinot Noirs are sitting quietly in barrel, but three will be bottled by the time you read this. I was worried coming off the back of the exceptional 2007’s how this vintage would fare. It was very reassuring to see the finished wines and realise that this is a vintage to be proud of. Darker and more brooding than the 2006’s with a juicy and slightly rustic edge (I regard a bit of rusticity as a very good thing as we can easily make our wines too polished here in Central Otago). It has fantastic 'pinosity'. The wines also show a bright zestiness which gives them appeal in their youth, but a structure underneath that will reward cellaring. 
Deep garnet with purple hints. A rather brooding nose of ripe raspberry countered with earth, toast and dark perfume... maybe deep red rose petals. The palate displays a plush, cushioned silkiness, with interplay of juicy, mouthwatering acid and ripe, rich raspberry and boysenberry fruit, offset with dusty bramble leaf. The finish is long and relatively complex for such a youthful wine, displaying minerals with dusty tannin and a kick of mocha."  Blair Walter, Winemaker
Drink Now to 2016.













Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

