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	PINOT NOIR


2008 MATAHIWI PINOT NOIR     

$19.95
REGION: WAIRARAPA, NEW ZEALAND


Matahiwi is in NZ's Wairarapa region, just north of the renowned Pinot Noir producing district of Martinborough. Their 2008 pinot noir is absolutely delicious and is the best pinot that I've tried at around the $20 mark. Bright colour; fragrant plum, black cherry and spice aromas; pure sweet varietal fruit on a the medium-bodied, silky palate with good length and intensity; supple and smooth in the mouth. Outstanding value. To quote Jane Macquitty (The Times Online) on the 2004 Matahiwi pinot: "this gorgeous, leafy, game and spice-laden red that will give Burgundians nightmares."

“The 2008 vintage has strong drink-young appeal. Bright ruby, with a floral bouquet, it is vibrantly fruity, with good depth of fresh cherry and plum flavours, a subtle twist of oak, gentle tannins and a well-rounded finish.”  Michael Cooper, Buyers Guide to New Zealand Wines 2010

"The Matahiwi vineyard is planted in several combinations of rootstock and Pinot Noir clones and this Pinot is a blend of some of these - 115, 114, 10/5, 777, Abel and 667, with each adding their own character and complexity. 

In the winery, the different batches of fruit are processed separately so that we can see the individual characters on their own and we add further complexities by incorporating different techniques and yeast combinations. The grapes are cold soaked for between 5 and 7 days and then fermented at about 28-32C. Depending on the fruit, post ferment time ranges from 3-10 days, before the wine is pressed off. The wine is then aged partly in tank and partly in barrel for 10 months, undergoing malolactic fermentation, before being blended for bottling.

This attractive soft Pinot Noir shows dark plum and raspberry flavours with fragrant fresh hay and savoury oak characters. On the palate, it is soft and round, with a hint of spicy smoky oak and a long finish."  Winery Notes

Drink Now to 2013.
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