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	PINOT NOIR


2009 AKARUA CENTRAL OTAGO PINOT NOIR     

$42.95
REGION: CENTRAL OTAGO, NEW ZEALAND
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“Terrific wine in a classic Central Otago fruit-bomb style with masses of dark cherry, plum and chocolate flavours pllus a seasoning of spice and nutty oak. An easy-to-love style with a drop-dead silken texture and lingering fruity finish. I marginally prefer this to the more exalted Reserve label although the latter might well look better in a couple of years. This is perhaps the best of a string of winning wines from a great Bannockburn vineyard."  Bob Campbell MW, Gourmet Traveller Wine - 96 points  (((((
“Fragrant, plush, velvety. All that irresistible Central Otago allure is on offer in this beast from Bannockburn. Winemaker Matt Connell has used oak to good effect - a layer of toast and hazelnut mingles harmoniously with the dark, rich fruit notes. A baby now, it will develop beautifully over the coming years.”  Cuisine Magazine – 5th Place in NZ pinot noir tasting (((((
“The Akarua Central Otago Pinot Noir 2009 at 14.0% alc., aged 10 months in 25% new French oak barrels, has a deepish ruby-red colour with a pale edge and an elegant, tightly bound nose of fragrant red berry fruits an florals, very finely expressed. On palate, very classically structured with elegance of fine-grained tannins supporting violetty, dark red cherry fruit. This has freshness and a firmness at the heart of the wine that should see it develop greater complexity over the next 5-7 years.”  Raymond Chan – 19.0 points out of 20
“A beautifully refined Pinot displaying red/black cherry, plum and hints of game and cocoa characters on the nose. The palate is elegant yet concentrated showing silky texture and fine-grained tannins. A youthful and restrained wine with potential to blossom given time, as the wine is perfectly balanced and poised. At its best: 2011 to 2015. 14% Screw cap.”  Sam Kim, Wine Orbit - 93 points (((((
“Medium ruby-purple coloured, the 2009 a Pinot Noir was matured in French oak barriques, 25% new. Presenting delicate red cherry, warm cranberry and forest floor aromas with a touch of cloves, this is a beautiful expression of Pinot with medium level tannin and crisp refreshing acidity to support the elegant fruit. Medium to full bodied, the finish is long and berry-laced. Drink it now to 2015."  Lisa Perrotti-Brown, The Wine Advocate - 91 points
“Deep cherry red with purple opaqueness of youth. this is just a baby. The style leans towards elegance and subtlety rather than the explosive sweet fruitiness typical in many Otago Pinots. Violet and rose florals with bright red fruits and light spice; its Burgundian comparison would have to be Vosne-Romanee. The palate has just a glimpse of that sweet voluptuous nature that people love from Otago Pinot but the fine guarded structure doses the curtains before the show really begins. Fresh and complex, flavours of plum and boysenberry with violet and then savoury green herbs emerge. Tannins are grainy and earthy. This will be superb as it grows up and relaxes.”  Winery Notes
Drink Now to 2016. 












Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

