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	PINOT NOIR


2010 BINDI BLOCK 5 PINOT NOIR 
!!
$119.95
REGION: MACEDON RANGES, VICTORIA
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Jeremy Oliver - 97 points Drink 2022-2030 (Review not available)

“A more powerful wine than the Original Vineyard, with spicy, peppery, nettle and cherry aromas laced with vanilla. It's more weighty in the mid-palate, slightly broader and more structured, with ample tannins and warmth. Cellar to 2025.”  Huon Hooke, Gourmet Traveller Wine - 97 points  (((((
“One of those holy grail sites in the Australian wine landscape – half of one hectare, quartz riddled, sits the right way for sun, angels sing, dogs howl, a single dove rests with the weight of a feather, precariously on a vine, as a rainbow arcs across the sky and a unicorn appears. That kind of thing. 15-17 months in 35% new French oak barrels; takes perfume and concentration from this special site.

Red cherry, game meat, faint Provençal herbal notes, sweet rose petals, wet earth, black olives, anise and wafts of ground cinnamon and cardamom. Heady with the musk of an active harem. Palate is plush, layered, with filigree of red cherry, mouthwatering mineralized acidity, cocoa powder, twigs and very fine, silky yet definitive tannins. Long and classically elegant, fresh with new red berry fruit, but set on a sophisticated chassis that keeps form fine and penetrating. Superb. Closure : Diam; Drink : 2011 - 2021+.”  Mike Bennie, The Wine Front – 95+ points
“2010 Vintage: A beautiful vintage offering purity, intensity, complexity, harmony and length. It has been an interesting journey working with the beautiful growing season of 2010, the even fermentations and the long lees ageing of the wines in barrel. I have heard many reports of the success and quality of the season from winemaking colleagues but as usual have tempered any expectations as the wines mature slowly in barrel. It is only now, post bottling of some and post racking and sulphuring of others, that the outcome is more defined and I feel comfortable in saying this is an outstanding vintage for Bindi. The true nature and quality of the wines will be revealed with half a dozen years in bottle but it is reasonable to say that these wines are very consistent with our usual style and have an deeply satisfying level of fruit and site purity and complexity. Tasting through the wines  recently with Stuart Anderson he was compelled to say "These are the best wines Bindi has produced." That places high expectations on the wines. Maybe they will be met, maybe not. Regardless, it was very satisfying to hear and time will tell.
The Block 5 vineyard is about half of one hectare in size on a sheltered, north facing, and very quartz riddled site. It is a wonderful natural vineyard exposition. The wine is always darker in fruit expression and immediately more spicy and earthy that the Original Vineyard. It is less immediately perfumed and has more tannin and fruit power. The wines from this vineyard require more bottle ageing to develop the same suppleness and delicacy as the Original Vineyard but even in their youth these wines are more profound. 
The wine spends 15-17 months in French barrels of which about 35% are new. This wine is never oak driven but can certainly benefit from a higher percentage of new oak without being dominated by sappy, smokey oak elements.

This is a very deep, spicy, lavish wine with its usual mineral edge working well with a wild array of red and black fruits. It is fresh and lively, deeply flavoured and very intense. It is full, balanced and driven by deep, ripe tannins that carry the fruit weight for a very long, textural finish. Cellaring for five years will be of enormous benefit and the wine has a long future.”  Michael Dhillon, Winemaker 
Drink Now to 2025.
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