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	PINOT NOIR


2010 HODDLES CREEK ESTATE PINOT NOIR     
!!
$22.50
REGION: YARRA VALLEY, VICTORIA
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“I think in another 3-8 years, this will be our best Pinot Noir. It has more structure than previous years, but still maintains a linear aspect to the wine.”  Franco d'Anna, Winemaker 
“This year’s award for Best Value Red Wine goes to the great 2010 Hoddles Creek Estate Pinot Noir. It almost defies belief that pinot of this level can be produced at the price. It trades on the essence of neatly pairing the right variety with the right region.”  Nick Stock, The Age Epicure
“Pinot at $20 delivering real satisfaction, with Pinot’s fruit but also with its mandatory style, are still in a fairly small club. There’s clearly plenty of resources and thought going into these Hoddle’s Creek Estate wines and this one delivers much, as does its Chardonnay sibling. From a closed and cold start of dark cherry fruit and an initial feel that this might be one of those ‘dry red’ Pinots, it gradually opens up, building to a very convincing and satisfying wine with more than a hint of Burgundy. The fruit shows in the very dark cherry, mint/menthol and nutmeg spectrum, in other words, it’s part of the way to being a pretty serious piece of work. The palate is firm and quite lean, but does persist, so the current, slightly chunky tannins seem evidence of greater promise. A touch early yet for real enjoyment but it won’t be long. Ready from Christmas day and beyond. Quite a way beyond.”  David Ridge, The Melbourne Review
“I swear I wrote all my notes before reading those above, but it’s pretty much a repeat performance from me. We need a double (now triple) take where there’s going to be some argy bargy (modern low alcohol Australian Chardonnay anyone?). Anyway, I’d written this: The colour is bright and clear red and there’s a noticeable sulphide stink on opening, which only cleared 24 hours later. A serious style with firm structure and tight acidity – flavours of raspberry and cherry, fine oak, a faint earthiness and spice. It’s dry and savoury – a purists style – with a good finish showing a little twiggy bitterness on exit. Its best days are before it. 2013-2020.”  Gary Walsh, The Wine Front – 93+ points
“Tasted this over a day and a bit and I liked it throughout. It’s not a crowd-pleasing style but its quality is clear. It’s savoury and dry and not at all sweet-fruited. I’d understand if folks thought it lacked flesh. It’s all bones and reach. It opened pongy/reductive and never entirely shrugged these characters, but I never found them offensive. Fantastic length and tannin. Spearmint and dark cherries, chalk and undergrowth. Grown up pinot noir. Needs a couple of years.”  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 93 points
“Big shame that we’re all going to be a little monochromatic with our opinions here, I fear… this is a style that I think will suit all of our tastes and our general enjoyment of some understatement in Pinot Noir. Meanwhile, to the wine. I’m a big fan of stem influence in aromatics and I enjoy the way they help build a crescendo in a wine. Particularly Pinot Noir. I’m not sure on stem content here, but the wine certainly opens with a herbal lick that is reminiscent of steminess. I’m sure we will be informed soon, but perhaps this primary focus of mine could be a cross over with some innocent reduction too. I’m ok with that as it keeps the palate taut, rigid and coiled – a leaner profile that does away with the awful fruit bomb Pinot Noirs that mar the price point. Yes!  There is an energy here; the wine accelerates across the palate with pureness, some gravelly tannin and filigreed cherry fruit, though an acid crunch in the finish does lend a sour trail to close. But the wine is glorious for restraint, and wonderful for the delicacy of red fruit, bramble, cherry and just the faintest sous bois. Definitive structure sub $20? Don’t mind if I do. 2012-2018.”  Mike Bennie, The Wine Front - 92 points
Drink Now to 2020.
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