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	RIESLING


2005 STRINGY BRAE OF SEVENHILL RIESLING 
!!
$22.95
REGION: CLARE VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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One of the lovely things about my job is coming across really high class wines that have previously escaped my radar. Despite its cult following and multiple accolades in the press, Stringy Brae riesling was new to me. I hunted down the wine because the 2004 riesling received 95 points from James Halliday and  was winner of the Best Wine and the Best 2004 Riesling at the Fifth National Rieslling Challenge held in Canberra last year – beating 203 other rieslings from 104 Australian and New Zealand wineries!
Unfortunately I didn't get to taste the award-winning 2004 vintage, but its successor (the 2005) is simply superb; wonderful fresh citrus bouquet with tantalizing scents of lime and slate, lead into a classic Clare Valley palate of mouth-watering lemon and lime-juice flavours and spine-tingling acidity. The wine has great structure and length and will be one of the most powerful and concentrated of the 2005 Clare Valley rieslings. A must for any riesling lover.
The wine was also voted in the Top 10 Wines from 77 rieslings tasted by the Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine panel. "The 2005 has a fairly full mid-yellow colour and creamy-smooth lemon-butter, sraw and cashew aromas, while the taste is somewhat straightforward, dry and smooth. Caillard liked the mineral, slate flavours and 'cutting acidity'; Otten went for its lemongrass aromas and cleansing minerally acidity." Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine - 94 points &  (((((
"Restrained and waiting to emerge, this long, dry and seamless riesling has a slightly reductive and candied bouquet that soon clears away, leaving a lime juice and lemon detergent-like fragrance. Vibrant and juicy, its crunchy apple-like palate has a smoothness and richness, but finishes with a lingering, clean and citrusy finish. Drink 2010-2013+."  Jeremy Oliver - 91 points
"The excellent 2004 was always going to be a hard act to follow, but this latest vintage from one of the Clare Valley's best boutique wineries loses little in comparison. A wine of remarkable purity of varietal character and elegance of body with typical citric and floral characters deftly packed within a balanced body. Will drink a treat with fresh seafood and salads."  Paddy Kendler, Herald Sun  (((((()
"Stringy Brae was founded by Donald and Sally Wilson in 1991. In 2004 daughter Hannah Rantanen took over day-to-day management from father Donald. The riesling is produced from grapes grown on 1.2 hectare of vines at the Stringy Brae vineyard supplemented by grapes grown on the Slate Creek vineyard, Watervale."  ((((( James Halliday  
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