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	SAUVIGNON BLANC


2010 ASTROLABE DISCOVERY AWATERE SAUVIGNON BLANC
$29.95
REGION: MARLBOROUGH, NEW ZEALAND
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A limited release by this label that has acquired cult status. From the Awatere Valley in Marlborough, this is a much more complex wine than its cheaper sibling (the standard Malborough Voyage sauvignon blanc), with stunning purity and fruit expression and a different level of structure and class; and a very, very long finish. This is simply Marlborough at its absolute zenith.
Bob Campbell's HIGEST POINTED NZ SAUVIGNON BLANC FROM THE 2010 VINTAGE: "Astrolabe earns my vote for being New Zealand's leading Sauvignon Blanc maker. This is the best of four Sauvignon Blanc labels that include two wines from Kekerengu… This is an intensely flavoured wine with the classic Awatere characters of tomato leaf, green capsicum, nettle, mineral and gooseberry. It has reasonably solid acidity but that is balanced by a tiny amount of residual sugar and the net effect is pleasantly dry."  Bob Campbell MW, Gourmet Traveller Wine - 95 points  (((((
“The Astrolabe wines have found their way to the stars under the navigation of Simon Waghorn, one of this country's most able winemakers. With winemaking experience stretching over three decades with large and boutique producers, Simon has made Astrolabe one of the most respected labels from Marlborough.

Very pale, youthful straw-yellow colour, this has a beautifully pure nose of minerals, English gooseberries, nettles and steel that is classical Awatere Valley in expression. The aromas are fresh and tight, and promise to release more interest. Dry on palate, the fruit depth and richness provide lusciousness, but the crisp acidity provides perfect cut and tension. Bright, fine, concentrated minerally-earthy, steel and gooseberry flavours are the feature and form a very long finish. This archetype Awatere Sauvignon Blanc will keep and drink well, especially with shellfish, over the next 2+ years. Fruit from the Burtergill and Trelawne vineyards in the Awatere Valley, cool-fermented to 13.5% alc. and 3.5 g/L rs.”  Raymond Chan – 19.5 points out of 20
“Powerful aromatics are like a tropical fruit medley infused with tangy citrus and the flavours are bracingly fresh and deliciously juicy, crammed with passionfruit and peach with a zesty citrus undercurrent that adds vibrancy and tang to the lasting finish. Tomato stalk notes balance the fruity sweetness. 13.5% alc.”  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com
Drink over the next 4 years.
























































































































Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

