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	SHIRAZ


2001 BALLAST STONE ESTATE SHIRAZ
!!
$22.95
REGION: CURRENCY CREEK, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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The story of the birth of Ballast Stone is becoming an increasingly familiar tale. The Shaw family have been wine grape growers since 1975, when they first planted vines in the foothills of McLaren Vale. Then came the decision to produce wine under their own label and a site at Currency Creek (a little south of McLaren Vale) was chosen. In November 2000 John Loxton  was appointed winemaker, bringing with him a wealth of knowledge and experience from his 19 years at Maglieri Wines - where he had won numerous Australian and International trophies.

Results have come swiftly, with the 2001 Ballast Stone Estate shiraz winning gold at the prestigous Visy Board 2002 Great Australian Shiraz Challenge. Here it was the fifth placed wine at 18.5 points (only 10 gold medals were awarded) out of 217 entries from throughout Australia. Not bad for a sub-$20 wine competing against many of the super-premiums.

"Some time ago I reviewed a wine blind and when I found out what it was said, 'this is an obviously well made wine and I would like to see what they are capable of when they have access to fruit from a better vintage.' The winemaker was John Loxton (of Maglieri fame) and the brand was his own new one called Ballast Stone. The winery is located near Victor Harbour about 20k from McLaren Vale and has a much cooler climate. At the show they had exactly what I was looking for, a 2001 Ballast Stone Shiraz. The wine exhibited a typical young perfumed 'violet Vales nose' that will mature into plums, liquorice and vanilla. It’s a muscular weight wine with supple consistency and a structure that should come close to being seamless in time. The fine grained tannins are drying and dusty, and the deep strong fruit comes across the palate as sweet plums going into savoury pepper and liquorice. There is great fruit intensity without it being heavy or extracted. This is a rare wine that gets a Recommended rating with ((((( for value at less than $19. The rating may even improve as it reaches maturity in the next five years." Ric Einstein

SENSATIONAL VALUE.

Drink 2003  to 2010.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

