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	SHIRAZ


2002 FOX CREEK RESERVE SHIRAZ
!!
$80.00
REGION: McLAREN VALE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

The flagship wine from this small McLaren Vale maker. 
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"The Reserve is a full-blooded Aussie Shiraz that's gregarious and generous and has the most amazing slinky mouthfeel. 'Sexy' is a descriptor often used by wine writers (myself included) and I cannot think of a more apt term for the Fox Creek Reserve. Sex in a bottle? You betcha! How much more thick, fleshy, sweet fruit can you cram into a wine? I reckon this would be getting as close to the limit without the wine being porty or jammy. Even more amazing is that the bloody thing has the structural framework behind it to ensure that it is no slushy fruit bomb. On the contrary, the wine finishes with extraordinary polish and refinement. Has the best of both worlds: the fruit richness of 98 and the racy structure of the 99. The best Reserve to date? It would have to be an odds-on favourite." Andrew Wood - Divine Magazine 

"Its present winemaking team of Chris Dix and Tony Walker, working with viticulturists Paul Watts and Nick Wiltshire, has created another head turner from the cooler, later season of 2002. At 15% alcohol by volume, it's no shrinking violet. Sure, there's some alcoholic warmth and there's certainly some cinnamon cake-like, spicy currant tar-like flavours, suggesting at least a portion of the fruit was picked extremely ripe. But there's a wonderful depth and brightness of pristine, perfectly ripened blackberry and blackcurrant fruit, with underlying notes of briar, menthol and white pepper. Add a smooth, vetexture, some perfectly married vanilla and Swiss milk chocolate-like oak, plus a firm, assertive cut of fine tannins, and you have a recipe certain to please a multitude of shiraz drinkers from both the schools I mentioned earlier."  Jeremy Oliver, QANTAS Magazine

"Firm, long and very smooth shiraz that holds its 15% of alcohol with relative ease. Its peppery, spicy fragrance is a complex one, with briary blackberry, cassis and slightly meaty aromas of dark olives offset by sweet milk chocolate and vanilla oak. Very intense and assertive, its long, smooth palate of deep blackberry, redcurrant and dark plum flavours is bound by fine, yet firm tannins. There’s some spirity warmth, plus a suggestion of tarry, spicy currant-like flavour. Long and complete, it finishes with just a hint of mint and menthol. Drink 2010-2014+."  Jeremy Oliver - 93 points
Drink Now  to 2018.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

