Canterbury Wines
    Phone 0398305278 or 0403020439
www.canterburywines.net


	SHIRAZ


2002 O'LEARY WALKER CLAIRE RESERVE SHIRAZ  
!!
$97.50
REGION: CLARE VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA


The 'standard' 2002 O'Leary Walker Shiraz was one of the very best reds from this outstanding vintage – and almost certainly the best value. So it comes as no surprise that the Reserve shiraz (made in minute quantities) is an absolute stunner. Made from over century old vines, it oozes power, balance and class. It is not cheap, but worth every cent.
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"The Claire Reserve Shiraz is dedicated to Claire Marie O'Leary for her strength, character and unfailing optimism. It is made exclusively from the fruit of gnarled vines planted a century ago - hardy old strugglers that have adapted to the wiles of geology and constant seasonal change, to reliably squeeze out just under one tonne of grapes to the acre, come hell or high water. The sheer power of flavour and concentration of their juice guarantees a wine which will bloom with long-term cellaring."  Winemaker's Notes
"It's from the Clare Valley, but Claire is an O'Leary family member. She'd be proud: this is a ripsnorter of a red. Concentrated, powerful plum and dark berry fruits, backed by vanilla, chocolate and fruitcake flavours. Profound, ample, long and very satisfying. Now to 15-plus years."  Huon Hooke, Sydney Morning Herald – Indulge Yourself
"A new label from thid duo, from century old vines. A lovely dark wine with ripe plum, fruitcake, chocolate and dark berries. Really fills the mouth with flavour."  (((((  Gourmet Traveller Wine – 96 points

"This is an outstanding wine, that's it review over. I wish I could say only that, so I could get on with the task of polishing the rest of this bottle off on my own. On your own, you say. Yes, because sometimes, you deserve it and the occasion warrants it. What occasion, you say. Well the fact that I am drinking a top quality Australian wine made by two of the most respected winemakers in the country, David O'Leary and Nick Walker which is also incidentally priced at around $90 and to be frank, if anyone is going to drink it, it's going to be me. The problem with drinking expensive wine however is expectation, it creates lots of it and unfortunately at times, it fails to deliver bang for buck. No need to worry on this occasion though, as these boys have delivered big-time with the likes of this red. A powerful deep blackish purple crimson colour reflecting fruit from 100 year old vines. Powerful rich complex alluring classy luscious and intense nose - get my drift! This wine is balanced in each of its dimensions be it fruit, acidity or oak treatment, the synergy of the three culminates in spectacular flavours which are delivered in velvety integrated and a well rounded long complex finish. A sophisticated wine with blackberry and jammy plum flavours, earthy characters, a touch of chocolate and lots of pure refined sweet ripe fruit on the palate. Try this with bbq lamb butterfly cut marinated in red wine and mint sauce. It will cellar for 10 years under the confidence of a screw cap but which time it should have turned into a classic. Outstanding and value for money."  Paul Ippolito                                    
"David O'Leary and Nick Walker, former "gun" winemakers for large wineries, set up their own in SA's Clare Valley in 2001. They have gone from strength to strength, but this is their first attempt at a flagship red. O'Leary says the time was right in 2002 because the vintage was one of the best in memory and they had access to superb fruit from shiraz vines planted over a century ago. This is all class, the epitome of a stylish red packed with power yet smooth on the palate." Jeff Collerson, Daily Telegraph – Top Shelf Red
"A truly excellent Clare Valley shiraz chock full of rich ripe black berry flavours infused with tasty traces of licorice and chocolate and graced with a fine, long finish. Big and strong enough but remains in perfect balance. Virtually perfect, a delicious expression of Australian shiraz."  (((((  Paddy Kendler, Herald Sun
"Strong savoury, earthy, spicy aromas along with profound licorice, chocolate and blackberry fruit; ripe, persistent tannins; extremely long finish. From 100-year-old vines. Drink Now-2022."  James Halliday - 94 points
"Give someone an expensive bottle of wine and the recipient is unlikely to drink it with you there and then. The more likely response is: 'Thank you very much. I'll put it away for a special occasion'.This is a shiraz that you can give safe in the knowledge that it will still be very good should that special occasion be 10 years away. From a fantastic vintage and vines more than a century old, it has all the qualities necessary for the long haul."  Greg Duncan Powell, Sydney Morning Herald
EXTREMELY LIMITED

Drink Now to 2025.
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