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	SHIRAZ


2002 ROCKFORD BASKET PRESS SHIRAZ
!!
$175.00
REGION: BAROSSA VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA


"One of the (many) cult wines from Rockford, and always limited to six bottles per customer. A traditional Barossa-style, as honest and generous as the day is long."  James Halliday
"Rockford simply revels in what it does best, the making of high-class table wines in traditional style from some of the Barossa’s best-managed small mature vineyards. Its Cabernet Sauvignon and Basket Press Shiraz provide all the richness and voluptuous fruit the region is known for, without resorting to over-ripeness or over-extraction."  Jeremy Oliver
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"Caught somewhere between the rich, old-fashioned Australian ‘burgundy’ style of softness, roundness and structure, and the contemporary Barossa shiraz of intensity, ripeness, warmth and polish, this exceptional wine is unashamedly concentrated and densely packed with deep, dark spicy fruit. It’s warm and spirity, with a heady, spicy and peppery bouquet steeped in aromas of dark plums, cassis and blackberries, backed by chocolate/walnut oak and meaty undertones of game and leather. Its succulent, creamy palate is deeper than an ocean trench, saturated with vibrant dark fruit flavours, spice and sweet coffee/mocha oak. Framed by fine, velvet-smooth tannins, it’s a near-perfect example of the popular expression of super-ripe Barossa shiraz. Drink 2014-2022."  Jeremy Oliver – 96 points
"Restrained on the nose, quite reserved in its youth . In the mouth though it shows all the elements of a great Basket Press, pure deep set dark plum/ blackberry fruit, intense spiced fruit cake, milk chocolate and fine, elegant tannin. Has a long and illustrious life in front of it, and needs time to strut its stuff. This is an outstanding wine of great poise and time may well see it regarded as the best Basket Press yet. Drink: 2010-2020."  Grant Dodd, The Wining Pro – 96 points

"For those who have read my newsletter over the years, you would know that I don't declare young wines and I never use terms like 'vintage of the century' or 'best ever'. This wine tempted me, 2002 was a great year for everyone and unlike the 2001 shiraz which was closed and subdued at release, this wine shows all of its credentials up front. It certainly can stand alongside my favourite vintages of Basket Press '91, '96 and '98."  Robert O'Callaghan, Winemaker
Drink Now  to 2025.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

