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	SHIRAZ


2003 BLACKJACK SHIRAZ   
!!
$39.95
REGION: BENDIGO, VICTORIA
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"Blackjack, near Harcourt in the broad Bendigo region, thoroughly deserves its growing cult status among lovers of rich, warming and satisfying Central Victorian reds. All the reds under this label have an honesty and generosity that are both endearing and seductive. The latest release is a delicious expression of shiraz with deep, long flavour within a balanced body. Already drinking surprisingly well, but five years in the cellar will see a more mellow result."  (((((  Paddy Kendler

"This is absolutely jam-packed with flavour. There's a solid etyl acetate lift there, but the nose is rolling and complex with exquisite, minced dark fruits, chocolate sauce, and some quite toasty/vanillin oak to tie it all up. A rush of ripe, delectable flavour in the mouth, a core of plum conserve and condensed dark fruits delivered by soft, finely layered tannins. Balanced, harmoniojus and delightful. Has the prints of a single vineyard pressed into it."  Divine Magazine
"Blackjack produces reliably good reds year-in year-out with little fanfare or acclaim – though its shiraz has a band of loyal followers. 2003 Shiraz: Big end of town but it's big fruit and alcohol and not big oak, always a blessed thing. You can really sink your teeth into this, so much so that as you drink it you feel like taking hefty bites out of it, such is the saturated black berry fruitiness of it. Behind that natural fruit flavour there are flavours of tar and coal and herb, and once it slides down your throat your mouth is left with a mass of slinky, glycerol, minty, hefty flavour. This is Bendigo shiraz speaking loud, and with force. Drink: 2005-2010. "  Campbell Mattinson,  Winefront Monthly – 91 points
"Black Jack is a tiny (four-hectare) vineyard planted by the McKenzie and Pollock families in 1988 and 1989 in the Harcourt Valley area of the Bendigo region in Victoria. There are heaps of spicy, dark berry fruits and rich vanilla bean flavours, beguiling succulence and ripe, silky tannins that linger. The depth of fruit is in balance with the power of the oak, so there's no doubt about its cellaring potential. Sold out at the winery but should still be available in some fine wine stores." ((((( Peter Forrestal, Gourmet Traveller Wine – Wines to Cellar
"Produced from the hillside vineyards of BlackJack and aged in American and French oak barriques for 18 months prior to bottling. The name 'BlackJack' derives from an American sailor who jumped ship during the gold-rush days of the 1850s and 1860s and earned himself this nickname.
The Blackjack Shiraz shares with many central Victorian wines of that year a robust rusticity reflecting the drought and hot vintage. It is packed with ripe black fruit flavour and a touch of the hallmark licorice, its downside being its chunky tannins, which may or may not soften before the fruit." James Halliday – 90 points
"This is the 11th release from our original shiraz plantings in the Harcourt sub-district of Bendigo. Fermentation took place in traditional open fermenters, with hand-plunging of the cap ensuring complete but gentle extraction of colour and flavour. The wine was matured in American oak barriques for 22 months. Deep blood plum olour; rich, ripe berry and plum aromas, with nuances of cedar; intense palate with dark, sweet shiraz fruit. Plum and prune flavours predominate, with overtones of earthiness and liquorice. The finish is long and persistent. This is a classic BlackJack Shiraz. Should reward at least five-to-ten years cellaring."  Winery Notes
Drink Now  to 20012.



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

