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	SHIRAZ


2003 WATER WHEEL SHIRAZ   
!!
$17.50
REGION: BENDIGO, VICTORIA

Year-in year-out one of the best value big-flavoured, cuddly red wines and the new release 2003 is no exception.

"This is an absolute bargain. Its dense colour and intense aromatics indicate a wine beyond the usual $20 offerings. Wild blackberries and dark plum flavours abound, with sweet cinnamon spices and a hint of licorice allsorts in the background. Rich and chewy in the mouth, with layer upon layer of concentrated dark berry fruit flavours. To quell robust tannins, serve with slow-cooked lamb."  Australian Gourmet Traveller Wine  (((((
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"The opulent, dense ruby/purple hued 2003 Shiraz is outrageously good. A 100% Shiraz aged in one-and two-year-old American hogsheads, this deep, full-bodied, impeccably pure, deep, hedonistic turn-on is filled with fruit. Consumers should be buying this one by the caseload."  Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate - 90 points
"... the Water Wheel Bendigo Shiraz is really one of the Australian wine industry's unsung heroes, delivering excellent quality and flavour for money year after year. We need more reds like it.  An attractive spicy shiraz with rewarding varietal flavours and firm, balanced tannins. The oak shows through on the nose and palate, but there's plenty of fruit to carry it. $$ VALUE $$."   Winewise - Highly Recommended 
"Concentrated, powerful blackberry fruit; good texture and structure; oak a backdrop as ever. Great value. Drink Now-2013."  James Halliday - 90 points
"An attractive, flavoursome and typically firm shiraz whose slightly confectionary aromas of violets, cassis and raspberries are lifted by suggestions of white pepper and restrained vanilla oak. Intensely flavoured, its vibrant palate delivers a pleasing length of jujube-like berry flavours framed by moderately firm and slightly drying tannins. Drink 2008-2011+." Jeremy Oliver – 90 points
"I'm not sure why the folks at Water Wheel seem intent on making better and better wine and charging less and less for it, but I'm not complaining. This has mouthfilling, luscious black berries, sweet vanilla oak, spice… it presses all the right shiraz buttons. At $25 it would still be great value."  Max Allen, The Weekend Australian Magazine

"Water Wheel shiraz usually offers plenty of bang for your buck. Few Bendigo reds offer better value. The '03 has real concentration with blackberry, raisin, chocolate and slightly high-toned, almost spirity, floral characters. The palate is beefy and macho, powerful, ripe and grippy."  ((((  Ralph Kyte Powell, The Age Epicure Uncorked
"Winemaker, Peter Cumming, has fashioned a distinctive cellar style over nearly twenty years. The Water Wheels are the epitome of user-friendly wines, invariably forward and generous, open and hearty, never too prim or precious and chock full of ripe fruit flavour truly faithful to their varieties. As usual, a very savoury dry red of endearing honesty and solid substance."  Paddy Kendler
Drink Now  to 2012.



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

