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	SHIRAZ


2004 BEST'S THOMSON FAMILY SHIRAZ   
!!
$109.50
REGION: GRAMPIANS, VICTORIA

Best's Thompson Family Shiraz is one of the truly great wines of the world. It is also one of the rarest with production being miniscule; the wine is made entirely off fifteen rows of pre-phyloxera vines planted by Henry Best in the 1860's and is limited to around 320 cases per vintage. In addition it is only released in exceptional vintages: 1992, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2001 and now 2004. 
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One only has to look at the views of Jeremy Oliver and James Halliday, Australia's two leading wine critics, to realise how special this wine really is: 

· Jeremy Oliver allocates the highest possible ranking of 1 to only three Australian shiraz - Penfolds Grange, Henschke Hill of Grace and Best's Thomson Family. Of the Thomson Family he says: "Sourced from some of Australia's oldest shiraz vines, this wine is about intensity and purity of dark, spicy fruit, style, elegance and a wonderfully tight-knit and fine-grained backbone."  Jeremy Oliver
-
James Halliday rated the last three releases of the Thomson Family ('97, '98 & '01) at 97, 97 & 96 points respectively. 
"A rich, powerful and assertive shiraz whose fruit profile just manages to stay within the bounds of genuine ripeness. Deep, dark and spicy, its meaty, leathery and slightly briary aromas of intense red and black berry fruits are backed by dusty clove and vanilla-like oak. The palate backs a substantial weight of slightly angular and brambly fruit with a firm and palate-coating extract of drying tannin. Finishing with nutty, savoury qualities, it’s long and persistent, if at present slightly raw and awkward. An unashamed cellar style, it will take some time to reach its ultimate balance and integration. Drink 2024-2034."  Jeremy Oliver - 95 points
"More concentration of power and greater structure than Bin 0; blackberry with splashes of licorice and spice; will be seriously long-lived, and is not yet showing its best."  James Halliday - 95 points
"Best's Thomson Family is a red built with the cellar firmly in mind. It is too young to drink right now: it's lean and a trifle austere, with some astringency and an apparent lack of mid-palate fruit. All it needs is time, as the line's pedigree shows. Mint, rasberry and vanilla aromas vie for your attention, while the flavours in the mouth are powerful and lingering but also somewhat tight and unresolved. Put it away in a cool cellar to mature, so as to be sure to get your money's worth. Best drinking: 2010-2025+"  Huon Hooke, Gourmet Traveller Wine (((((
Drink 2010 to 2030.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

