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	SHIRAZ


2004 GLAETZER GODOLPHIN SHIRAZ CABERNET
!!
$89.00
REGION: BAROSSA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

"This nearly perfect wine, made from 84% Shiraz (105 to 115 year-old vines) and 16% Cabernet Sauvignon (60 to 90 year-old vines), was cropped at a minuscule .5 to 1 ton of fruit per acre, and spent 15 months in French oak prior to bottling. Its gorgeously sweet, pure nose of crushed rocks, blueberries, cassis, and minerals soars from the glass. Floral-like black and blue fruits, an inky/purple color, and nearly endless depth and persistence on the palate are the stuff of legends. With extraordinary equilibrium, precision, and purity, it represents the apogee of Ben Glaetzer's winemaking talents."  Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate – (96-98+) points
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"The word Godolphin is given the greatest emphasis on the label, and Ben Glaetzer explains it thus: 'Too many labels have bastardised this blend and reduced its value, which is a shame, because I think it makes one of the great Australian styles. My idea is to make the brand stronger than the blend, so that people can just get down to enjoying the wine without any pre-conceived ideas'. It's a kind of humble statement in a way –especially when you consider this wine's making. The cabernet was left on skins for a phenomenal three months, completing its malolactic fermentation while still resting on its skins, to help give the wine an even greater aromatic profile. As a result the wine has gorgeous lift, almost floral and citrussy, but not. It's got flavours of smoke and wood-shavings and five spice, with dry curranty fruit and a cavort of blonde tobacco on the finish. It is elaborately flavoured, but not excessively, and when Ben says that 'in terms of known what I wanted to achieve, and then producing it, this is probably the best wine that I've made' – it doesn't seem like a stretch to believe it. For the record, it is 70% shiraz and 30% cabernet – other reports of the blend have been askew. It's quite something. Drink: 2006-2016."  Campbell Mattinson, Winefront Monthly - 96 points
"Godolphin is 70% shiraz from 105 to 115-year-old shiraz vines and 60 to 90-year-old cabernet vines (the latter some of the oldest in the valley), all dry-grown in the northern part of the Ebenezer district, yielding less than three tonnes per hectare, some much less. Like all these wines, it is open fermented in small vats (in this instance one-tonne capacity), and is matured in a mix of 30% new French and 70% second use French and American barrels for 15 months. Highly perfumed, it is elegant, linear and long in the mouth, with blackcurrant and a hint of green olive from the cabernet."  James Halliday – (95-96) points
"This is the earth shatteringly brilliant younger brother to Amon-Ra, and it's a hedonistic Shiraz/Cabernet blend. Where Amon-Ra is, admittedly, totally over the top, Godolphin is near perfection. This is one of the most highly anticipated launches of the year - it is due in store in Autumn.  I first tasted this wine (sworn to secrecy about its name, the blend and even existence) back in February.  I nearly had to lie down in a dark room for an hour, such was the effect on my system.  I adore Godolphin and I defy anyone not to be struck dumb by its flavour impact. So, for a white-knuckle experience, do your best to find a bottle of this wine."  Matthew Jukes, wineexpert.com - Top 100 Australian Wines 2004 

"This stunning Barossa Valley Shiraz/Cabernet blend has everything - complexity, style and an inherent grace despite its full-flavoured demeanour. A modern wine made by a modern-day winemaking star, Ben Glaetzer."  Grant Dodd, Australian Golf Digest – Top Ten Wines of the Year (94+ points)
"The name Godolphin has been linked withexcellence in many fields, including politics, education and literature, and we are using the same ideals to make this wine. The label echoes the Ancient Egyptian Ankh symbol (pronunciatin: onk).  Historically the ankh symbolised sunrise, regeneration, regrowth and renewal.  

The wine is a seamless fusion of two varieties, Shiraz and Cabernet Sauvignon.  A vibrant plummy red in colour.  On the nose, there are lifted blackcurrant  and briary fruit, expressive of Cabernet Sauvignon, with pure cinnamon and chocolate spice.  The palate has leafy, herbaceous notes and rich dark fruit flavours.  Well-rounded and velvety, the tannins are ripe and focussed."  Winery Notes
Drink Now  to 2016.

























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

