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	SHIRAZ


2004 PENNY'S HILL McLAREN VALE SHIRAZ

$32.50
REGION: McLAREN VALE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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Winemaker Ben Riggs was named McLaren Vale 'Bushing King' after his wines dominated the Shiraz classes of the 2005 McLaren Vale Wine Show with the 2004 Penny's Hill McLaren Vale Shiraz being named the Best Wine of the Show. With Best in Class Trophies for both key Shiraz classes, and a total of five Gold Medals for his Shiraz wines, Riggs can justifiably claim to have a special affinity with the icon McLaren Vale varietal. Prior to it claiming the top prize, 2004 Penny's Hill McLaren Vale Shiraz won the Best Shiraz over $25 RRP - in a class described by the judges as "what the region does best, a very strong class".

Also, in another major coup for the winery, the wine was also voted Wine of the Year in the 2006 Boutique Wine Awards, together with the Trophy for Best Shiraz. Chairman of the competition, Huon Hooke, had this to say: "It's a surprise because it beat some pretty fancy opposition, including wines that are quite a lot dearer, in what was a massive class of 280 shirazes. This was the biggest and most fiercely contested class… I particularly liked this wine for its balance and combination of fully ripe blackberry, plum and chocolate flavours. It's a flawlessly made shiraz with no excess of alcohol or tannin or oak. There's all the richness and fleshy texture you'd wish for in McLaren Vale shiraz but also superb drinkability and harmony. It drinks well now and – I suspect – for the next decade." 
The wine is archetypal McLaren Vale Shiraz; packed with delicious ripe black fruits, complexed by spicy, chocolate and earthy overtones; beautifully balanced and structured;  finishing long and  juicy. A cracker, and fully deserved of the awards it has received.

"A flawlessly made, impeccably balanced shiraz with ripe blackberry, plum and chocolate aromas. In the mouth, it's rich and fleshy with classic regional flavour and texture. Finishes with soft tannins and great harmony."  Huon Hooke, Gourmet Traveller Wine - 95 points ((((( 
"With wine world accolade's showering down upon him of late, life must be pretty darn good in uber-winemaker Ben Rigg's universe. Seemingly unable to pull a bad rein, he has once again produced a terrific McLaren Vale Shiraz from the 2004 vintage, this time for Penny's Hill. Dark chocolate, ripe plum, spice and black pepper are the over-riding themes of this richly decadent, intensely fruit driven offering. Possessed of serious length and persistence, this is $25 of sheer enjoyability for lovers of the hearty McLaren Vale style. Buy. Drink: 2006-2013."  Grant Dodd, The Wining Pro – 94 points

"The 2004 Shiraz (tasted just prior to bottling) reveals layers of fruit along with pure creme de cassis characteristics interwoven with notions of blackberries and smoke. Possessing a layered texture, a huge, opulent, full-bodied mouthfeel, superb purity, and a fine finish, it has the potential to be even better than the 2003." Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate – (91-94) points 
Awards:

Trophy for Wine of the Year - 2006 Boutique Wine Awards 
Trophy for Best Shiraz - 2006 Boutique Wine Awards 
Trophy for Best Wine - 2005 McLaren Vale Show 
Trophy for Best Shiraz over $25 - 2005 McLaren Vale Show
Gold Medal - 2005 McLaren Vale Show

Drink Now  to 2014.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

