Canterbury Wines
    Phone 0398305278 or 0403020439
www.canterburywines.net


	SHIRAZ


2004 SEPPELT ST PETERS SHIRAZ
!!
$69.95
REGION: GRAMPIANS, VICTORIA
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"OK now, let’s talk personal taste - quite a separate thing from quality itself. There are many qualities in wine to be admired from many different angles, and most of them get back to a wine’s length, balance, intensity, complexity and, I guess, overall impressiveness. These are principles that can be applied to just about any wine, and at the end of the day a lot of us will agree on all of them. The problem is, that’s just the start. Then the real action starts - personal taste - which often over-rules the lot. There are many wines that I would score highly because they perform well at all the above categories - and they deserve to score highly - but I might not want to buy them myself. This red wine from Seppelt, to be released in September this year, is what I would call Seppelt’s first real Grand Cru red wine. More than that: it is the best red wine I have tasted from Seppelt, from any era. These are judgements made according to my personal taste. 

The wine I’m talking about is the Seppelt Grampians St Peters Shiraz 2004, though you would have guessed that already. I’m a fan of Seppelt Great Western and a fan of that glorious old St Peters vineyard in particular, and in recent years the wines have gone from excellent to even better than that. The 2002 was ripe and luscious and wonderful, though quite heavy on the oak; the 2003 was ripe and structured and full of deep-shot spice; the 2004 is in some ways the two of them combined, the oak soaked thoroughly into the wine, the spice black and crushed and thrilling, the fruit ripe but cut by seams of fruity tannin.

There were 500 cases of the 2002 produced, and they caused a stampede. There were 500 cases of the 2003 produced, and they disappeared so fast I never saw a single bottle of it at retail. There are 2000 cases of the 2004 - this is a wine you should be able to lay your hands on.

'We’ve been talking about the concept of Grand Cru in Australia for a while now,' Seppelt Great Western chief winemaker Arthur O’Connor says. '2004 is the wine that we think makes the first real claim at it - or we hope it does.'"  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front

"A brilliant combination of pristine, dark-fruited and deeply spiced shiraz with firm, fine-grained tannin that will live long into the future. Heavily scented with black pepper and spice, its dense, still rather closed bouquet of deep dark berry aromas reveals assertive meaty, charcuterie-like complexity. Silky-smooth, its supremely elegant palate of sour-edged blackberry, mulberry and dark plum flavours and subdued and tightly knit oak builds towards a long, licorice-like finish. (Great Western, $70 retail, approx., 19.4/97, drink 2024-2034."  Jeremy Oliver – 97 points
"It’s a complex wine and it does have the kind of flavour spectrum that I personally enjoy, but the reason it really flies high in the quality stakes is that it has a silky, highly textural intensity that never seems heavy, and never seems overdone. What it does seem is balanced and complex and unforced. It’s blueberried and cherried and smoky, and that’s the real stuffing of it, though if you look hard you see flecks of raw meat and soy and wheat - before they disappear, and fine, elegant tannins take over. It is very much a Rhoneinspired wine - even if that is an overused term. It is the result, without question, of a quite superb, and single, vineyard. Drink: 2007-2021."  Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front - 96 points
"I’d guess that this as all been snapped up by now at retail but a sample bottle arrived this week, which is great, as it saves me opening one of my two bottles. Opps. I wish I had bought a few more now. I think this is the bestest St Peters ever.

Deliciously savoury aromas of blackcurrant/blackberry, pepper steak, spice, white flowers and licorice. More complex than Westfield. On the palate a medium bodied spicy little number with meat, spice, pepper and subtle dark berry fruit. Slinky fine grained tannins. Perfect weight and balance and excellent length of flavour. This could be one of the greats. Drink : 2006 - 2022."  Gary Walsh, Winorama - 96 points
"Great colour; elegant and long, with black pepper, spice and blackberry; literally sings on its lovely finish; 40% new oak, wild yeast, etc. Screwcap.13.8º alc. Drink Now - 2024."  James Halliday - 96 points

"Made exclusively from three separate vineyards located in Great Western, including fruit from the low yielding, century old St Peters vineyard, this is classic, cool-climate, central Victorian shiraz. Bright, but not densely coloured, the nose is redolent of dark fruits, black pepper and spice, together with well-judged vanillan and cedary oak. A medium to full-bodied wine, the balance between the fruit and gently grippy and fine-grained tannins guarantees that it will age superbly."  Philip Rich, Australian Financial Review, Top 20 Wines of 2006
"The 2004 St Peters Grampians shiraz is one of the greatest Great Western shirazes of recent times: a fabulous spicy Rhone-ish style with less obvious oak than some recent vintages."  Huon Hooke, The Age Good Weekend 
Drink Now to 2030.



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

