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	SHIRAZ


2004 TE MATA WOODTHORPE SYRAH VIOGNIER
!!
$39.95
REGION: HAWKES BAY, NEW ZEALAND
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An exquisite wine, and undoubtedly my wine of the month for August. Wonderfully fresh and juicy, a beautifully weighted mouthfull of cracked pepper and small berry fruits that fill the mouth and dance over the tongue. Fine grained and elegant and weighing in at only 13.5% alcohol, this was a perfect match to plump, juicy quail and fresh salad. A world class wine and an absolute steal at just over $30.
"Ruby, some carmine and velvet. Bouquet is dramatically syrah, wonderfully floral and fragrant, the florals deeper and spicier than pinot noir and violets, not quite as sweet as dianthus, but clearly in style for Cote Rotie (the model). Below is a piquant spiciness of cracked pepper and cassis.  Palate shows much the best fruit weight yet under this label,  and a freshness of cassis and beautiful round berry fruits, which again can only be compared to Cote Rotie.  There is no hint of the over-ripe boysenberry broadness characterising Australian shiraz. The wine is so young, the flavours are not quite integrated yet, with dark berry, cracked pepper and oak remaining separate on the tongue.  This is a potentially beautiful wine, which it would be folly not to buy by the case, to follow its evolution and enjoy how attractive it will become over the next 10 years. Cellar 5 – 15 years. VALUE."   Geoff Kelly Wine Reviews ((((( (18.5 points)

"Always fantastic value for money and more subtle than most wines labeled syrah or shiraz under $30. This has a beautiful balance of flavour with hints of white pepper, dried herbs, and layers of flavour."  Wines of the Week, NZ Herald

"Te Mata Estate pioneered viognier in New Zealand as well as the co-fermentation of weighty, floral floral white with syrah, a spicy berried red.  The result is this richly flavoured, beautifully perfumed wine produced under the Woodthorpe label.  Magic with Moroccan food."  The Dominion Post 

"Dark young wine, smelling ripe and delightfully floral, with fine fruit and lovely oak.  Very fine feeling, long and slender, slightly tense, but lustrous too, this is already looking to be a classy wine for the mid-term, all supple freshness and soft flavours."  Keith Stewart, Grill 
"Delicate rose petal, apricot and cherry/chocolate aromas with an overlay of youthful cedary oak, slightly oily, cherry and chocolatey oak flavours with good varietal definition of peppery spice. Viognier (5%) seems more apparent in this wine and there's a musk and stonefruit character as the long smoky finish lingers with a fragrant, lifted aftertaste with a hint of fresh lavender. Juicy and flavoursome and already approachable."  Sue Courtney, www.wineoftheweek.com
Drink Now  to 2015.




























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

