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	SHIRAZ


2004 THORN-CLARKE SHOTFIRE RIDGE SHIRAZ
!
$25.95
REGION: BAROSSA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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The 2004 Shotfire Ridge Shiraz is the latest in a line of outstanding wines under this label and another example of why this family owned concern produces arguably the best value wines that come out of Barossa Valley. It has already snared the Trophy for the BEST RED WINE IN THE PREMIUM CLASSES at the 2006 Royal Sydney Wine Show. [Also look out for the 2004 Shotfire Quartage which took out the Trophy for BEST WINE at the 2005 Royal Adelaide Wine Show]. From what looks like becoming a top vintage in many parts of South Australia, this decadent, full-bodied shiraz will surely prove a great hit again with my many customers who are Shotfire devotees.
Full purple-red; a rich, ripe bouquet that has a cascade of aromas running through plum, blackberry, black cherry, chocolate and spice. The intensely rich palate has a mass of black berry fruit at its core, mixed with vanilla oak, chocolate and spice; building to a lovely, long, sweet, spicy finish with fine-grained velvety tannins that coat the mouth. 

"Deep purple-red; a dense, rich and powerful wine which retains true elegance, no doubt due in part to the controlled alcohol. Oak, fruit and tannins coalesce in a wine of great quality, with a number of significant gold medals under its belt. Drink Now-2014."  James Halliday - 95 points
"The outstanding 2004 Shiraz Shotfire Ridge is excellent value. A full-throttle, dense, full-bodied Shiraz, it boasts a purple color as well as big, sweet, flamboyant aromatics of white chocolate, blackberries, cassis, smoke, & licorice. This deep, opulent effort is a total hedonistic turn-on. Drink it over the next 3-4 years."  Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate - 92 points

"Rich and plush, with lots of spicy, creamy oak around a plump core of cherry and black olive flavors that linger enticingly on the finish. Drink now through 2012."  Wine Spectator - 91 points (90-94 Outstanding)
"Thorn-Clarke's Barossa reds offer good regional character and quality. Shotfire Ridge '04 is still in its infancy, very dense, concentrated and slightly raw but it drinks well now. And the building blocks are there for bottle age in its ripe summer berry-like fruit, robed in notable vanillan oak, its full body and balanced underpinning of ripe tannins. Ageing? Drink over 5 years plus."  (((((()  Ralph Kyte-Powell, Epicure Uncorked
The wine was also selected in the Top 100 of the 2006 Sydney International Wine Competition and to quote two of the judges: 

"Loved this wine. Elegance. Rich on the palate without that dreadful sweet nose that many Aussies seem to produce. Classic leather. Elegant. Elegant is a big, big plus for me, but still full bodied. Even though this wine is hedging towards that kind of vanilla, wood, sweet style, its elegance carries the wine far. Its leanness works brilliantly with the fat and richness of the stew."  Norma Ratcliffe
"Lovely purity of fruit. Ripe and spicy. Full but not fat. Ripe, non aggressive tannins."  Ivan Donaldson
"Grapes for this wine were sourced from the most outstanding blocks from all of our Shiraz producing vineyards. 12 to 18 months in 40% new American and French hogsheads, with the balance going into 2nd and 3rd fill barrels. Deep red in colour. The lifted nose is a complex mixture of lush blackberry fruit, dark plums and spicey oak. The palate is pure opulence with stacks of berry fruit, liquorice and dark chocolate oak. The tannins are velvety and approachable giving the palate weight and richness. The wine finishes with great length of liquorice and coffee characters." Winery Notes
Awards:

Johnn Swann Perpetual Trophy for Best Red Wine (Premium Classes) - 2006 Royal Sydney Wine Show
Gold Medal – 2006 Royal Sydney Wine Show
Drink Now  to 2015.



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

