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	SHIRAZ


2004 THORN-CLARKE WILLIAM RANDALL SHIRAZ

$49.95
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REGION: BAROSSA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

William Randall is Thorn-Clarke's flagship wine, named after a family member who was a paddle-steamer skipper on the Murray River in the 19th century. It is sourced from the family's Barossa Kabininge vineyard and is strictly strictly an individual barrel selection - only the very best barrels are used in this blend. 

"Fruit is black as pitch, slightly minty, with lemony oak; rich, liqueurous and deep. Has loads of sweet, soy fruitcake and chocolate flavours, has long tannin and dust. This has oomph. Oak is maybe a bit charry-smoky. Still has everything to age well though."  Tim White, Australian Financial Review – 95(96) points
"Excellent flagship red from an impressive up-and-coming Barossa winery. It’s a whopper, but beautifully turned out: toasty oak-laced vanilla, chocolate and black fruit aromas with a super ripe, fruit sweet palate. Best 2008-2020."  Huon Hooke, The Sydney Morning Herald – 95 points
"Dense red-purple; blackberry, licorice and leather fruit; excellent texture and structure, with well-balanced and integrated French and American oak. Cork.
14.5º alc. Drink Now – 2014."  James Halliday - 93 points
"Readers looking for an Australian imitation of a Martha’s Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon from Napa should check out Thorn-Clarke’s 2004 William Randell Shiraz. Huge, minty, black cherry, and blackberry aromas jump from the glass of this intense red. It bears an unreal resemblance to some of the pre 1985 vintages of Heitz Martha’s Vineyard. Full-bodied, with moderate tannin, and an extremely long finish, it will be even better with 2-3 years of bottle age, and should last for 15 plus."  Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate – 92+ points

"Opulent from the outset with a heady sweet oak and spice aroma, this Barossa Shiraz tastes ripe, rich and fleshy with spice, chocolate, creamy oak and an underlying savouriness. It all comes together with beautifully integrated tannins and lingers in the most harmonious and seductive way."  New Zealand International Wine Show – Gold Medal
"Ripe and spicy, with a plump core of fresh blackberry and plum flavour, shaded with white pepper and a meaty texture that lets it all linger on the generous finish. Drink now to 2014." Harvey Steiman, Wine Spectator - 91 points [90-94: Outstanding; a wine of superior character and style] 
A Blue-Gold Award Winner and one of the Top 100 Wines at the 2007 Sydney International Wine Competition. To quote some of the judges:
"Pungent oak and sweet fruit on the nose. It has a rich, Christmas cake flavour. It’s concentrated with a good, grippy finish. A very nice combination with the food."   Gyles Webb

"Solid fruit. Slightly salty oak but big, powerful fruit. Obviously ripe with a nice sort of muddy, Rhone like complexity. Savoury palate. Lots of fruit on the palate but gave the impression of a prune juice sort of character. Very ripe, very sweet, very big but complete with the food. Overall a good package.  Steve Flamsteed
"The colour is a deep inky purple. The nose is complex with a deep concentration of black fruits, liquorice and spicy chocolate oak. The palate is full bodied with typically intense Barossa Shiraz fruit. The fruit characters are blackberry and plum, with well balanced oak. Additionally the palate is dense and generous making it wonderfully mouthfilling and with some lovely grainy tannins, it suggests the wine will improve for the next 10 to 15 years. This wine has fantastic length of fruit and oak flavours."  Winery Notes
Drink Now  to 2020.



























Symbols:      limited stock   !       very limited stock   !!            hot special   $$$

